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Our project, examining the student experience of studying at the IHR over the last 100 years 

culminated in a series of blogs produced by current students and recent alumni of the Institute 

during the year 2020/21.  All the individuals involved are all part of a monthly reading group which 

meets at the IHR, or if this has not been possible, online.  Each month an academic paper is chosen 

for discussion, and the group also provides a self-supporting network.  A list, of the papers discussed 

up to July 2022 appears at the end of this page. 

The current research interests of the group members are listed below: 

Janette Bright is researching the London Foundling Hospital, with reference to the eighteenth and 

early nineteenth centuries.  She completed an MRes in 2017 with a dissertation looking at the 

education and training of the foundling children in the eighteenth century – Fashioning the 

Foundlings: Education, Instruction and Apprenticeship at the London Foundling Hospital c.1741-1800.  

She is now studying part-time for a PhD looking at the institution in relation to the challenge of 

establishing and maintaining itself, with reference to reputation. 

Diane Clements’ research interest is the eighteenth-century financial market. Her MRes dissertation 

in 2018 concerned a tontine, Invested in identity: the Freemasons’ Tontine of 1775. She is currently 

completing her PhD thesis on Annuity loans and private credit in Britain, 1750-1813. This first 

detailed study of annuity loans draws on a previously overlooked documentary record of borrowers 

and lenders established by the Annuity Act, 1777 and presents a picture of individual lending and 

borrowing in Britain. It challenges the preconception that annuity loans were used only by gamblers 

and spendthrifts, and professional moneylenders. Instead, it relocates annuity loans more centrally 

within the contemporary financial market to reflect their importance in credit provision and 

investment as a response to the market’s structural deficiencies and institutional inadequacies. 

Chris Evans Appleyard completed her MRes in 2019, investigating the little-researched Australian 

Women’s Army Service (AWAS), established during the Second World War. Her dissertation, 

Civilising Forces: Class, Gender and the Australian Women's Army Service 1941-1947 is now available 

at the Australian War Memorial. Christine’s current research interest is the role her parents played 

in this war; her mother as an officer in the AWAS and her father a marine engineer serving with the 

British Merchant Navy. 

Duncan Gager is an Alumnus Fellow of the IHR, having completed his PhD in 2021 with his 

dissertation, Trains, Lanes and Spatial Planes: the Origins of Railway Commuting around London.  His 

research interests lie in the transformation of British social, economic and cultural life wrought by 

transport developments in the Victorian and Edwardian eras.  

Mark McCarthy graduated with an MRes at the IHR in 2018 with his dissertation, A Georgian suburb: 

revealing place and person in London's Camden Town. He is researching histories of Camden Town 

art across levels of society – owners, artists, commerce – from the eighteenth to twentieth 

centuries. Working from within a defined local geography, the research reflects contemporary 

interests: exhibitions have opened this year in Tunbridge Wells of the Marquess Camden’s portrait 

collection and, in London, on Walter Sickert at the Tate Britain and the Dalziel Brothers at the British 

Museum. 
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Phil Winterbottom is researching personal banking in London between 1672 and 1780, focusing 

primarily on the clientele of London's 'West End' banks. His work uses surviving banking records to 

chart over time the composition of the banks' clientele and the multiple ways in which those clients 

used the services of the West End banks. Drawing on a wider range of sources, he seeks to establish 

why clients used particular banks, how far their financial needs were met by banks, and the nature 

and importance of client-banker relationships. 

 

Reading Group monthly papers 2019-2022 

Date Paper 

5.6.2019 'The 'mene peuple' and the polite spectator: the individual in the crowd at 

eighteenth-century London fairs', Benjamin Heller, Past & Present, 2010, vol.208: 

p.131-157  

3.7.2019  ‘Morelli, Freud and Sherlock Holmes: clues and scientific method’, Carlo 

Ginzburg, History Workshop, 1980, No. 9, p.5-36 

7.8.2019 ‘The new mobilities paradigm’, Mimi Sheller and John Urry, Environment and 

Planning A, 2006, vol.38, pp.207-226 

4.9.2019 ‘Life insurance in the society and culture of London, 1700-1775’, Geoffrey Clark, 

Urban History, 1997, vol.24 (1), 17-36 

2.10.2019  ‘Buildings, landscape and materiality’, William Whyte, Transactions of the Royal 

Historical Society, 2016, vol.28: p.135-148 

6.11.2019 'The origins of the English hospital', Sethina Watson, Transactions of the Royal 

Historical Society, 2006, vol.16: p.75-94 

4.12.2019 ‘Translating the 18th century pudding’, Helen Leach in Islands of Inquiry: 

Colonisation, seafaring and the archaeology of maritime landscapes, Geoffrey 

Clark, Foss Leach, Sue O'Connor (eds), (ANU Press, 2008) 

8.1.2020 “Why History Matters” and “How History Matters Now”, John Tosh, History and 

Policy, http://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/why-history-

matters and http://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/how-

history-matters-now 

6.2.2020 ‘”Noble liberality to the American loyalists”: Benjamin West’s portrait of John 

Wilmot’, Mark McCarthy (personal draft, unpublished, January 2020) 

4.3.2020 ‘Mistresses and marriage: or, a short history of the Mrs’, Amy Louise Erickson 

History Workshop Journal, 2014; 78: p. 39-57 



 

1.4.2020 ‘"No cure, no money", or the invisible hand of quackery: the language of 

commerce, credit and cash in eighteenth-century British medical 

advertisements’, Lisa Forman Cody, Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture, 1999, 

vol. 28: p.103-30 

6.5.2020 ‘”Discords have arisen and brotherly love decreased”: the spatial and material 

contexts of the guild feast in early modern London, Jasmine Kilburn-Toppin, 

Brewery History, 2013, vol.150: p.28-38 

3.6.2020 ‘Contesting the 1944 McNair report: Lillian de Lissa’s working life as a teacher 

educator’, Kay Whitehead, History of Education, 2010, vol.39 (4): p.507-524 

1.7.2020 ‘Dublin’s coffee houses of the eighteenth century’, Maire Kennedy, Dublin 

Historical Record, 2010, vol.63 (1), p.29-38 

5.8.2020 ‘Ticketing the British eighteenth century: “A thing … never heard of before”’, 

Sarah Lloyd, Journal of Social History, 2013, vol.46 (4), p.843-87 

2.9.2020 '"Our execrable banditti": perceptions of nabobs in mid-eighteenth century 

Britain’, Philip Lawson and Jim Phillips, Albion, 1984, vol.16 (3), p.225-24 

7.10.2020 ‘Artists' studios in Paris: digitally mapping the 18th-century art world’, Hannah 

Williams, Urban History, 2019, vol.46 (1), p.106-131 

4.11.2020 ‘”Marianne Knight/Godmersham Park”: Inscription as community interface in the 

books of Jane Austen’s niece’, Francesca Kavanagh, Australasian Journal of 

Victorian Studies, 2019, vol.23 (1): p.14-27 

2.12.2020 ‘Christmas books and Victorian book reviewing’ by Tara Moore, Victorian 

Periodicals Review, 2012, vol.45 (1), p.49-63 

6.1.2021 ‘The construction of the private in medieval London’, Diane Shaw, Journal of 

Medieval and Early Modern Studies 1996, vol.26 (6): p.447-466. 

3.2.2021 ‘Women, pets, and imperialism: the British Pekingese dog and nostalgia for old 

China’, Sarah Cheang, Journal of British Studies, 2006, vol.45 (2): p.359-387 

3.3.2021 ‘The Queen’s hair: Marie-Antoinette, politics and DNA’, Desmond Hosford, 

Eighteenth-Century Studies; 2004; vol.38 (1): p.183-200 

7.4.2021 ‘Changing conceptions of the “poor child”: The Children’s Country Holiday Fund, 

1918–1939’, Hester Barron, Journal of the History of Childhood and Youth, 2016; 

vol.9: p.29-47 

5.5.2021 ‘IHR 'Historical Research' Lecture (2020) - Writing histories of 2020: responses 

and perspectives’ – recorded lecture and discussion 



 

2.6.2021 ‘England's Catholic Reformation’, Alec Ryrie, Gresham College lecture (first 

shown 23.9.2020) 

7.7.2021 ‘The Emergence of the English’, Susan Oosthuizen, University of York seminar 

series ‘York Ideas’, YouTube, 10.11.2020 

4.8.2021 ‘The meanings of home in post-war Britain’, Claire Langhamer, Journal of 

Contemporary History, 2005, vol.40 (2): p.341-362 

1.9.2021 

 

'Trust, friends and investment in late Victorian England’, James Taylor, Historical 

Journal, 2021, vol.64 (5): p.1311-1331 

5.10.2021 
The Imperial History Wars: Debating the British Empire, Dane Kennedy (Chs.1&9), 

(Bloomsbury, 2018) 

10.11.2021 'Time and work in rural England, 1500-1700', Mark Hailwood, Past & Present, 

2020; vol.248 (1): p.87-121 

1.12.2021 ‘Ritualized Christmas headgear or “Pass me the tinsel, mother: it’s the office 

party tonight”’, Ann Rippin, Organization, 2011; vol.18 (6): p.823-832 

5.1.2022 ‘New approaches to the 'Plague of Justinan''’, Peter Sarris, Past & Present, 2022, 

vol.254 (1): p.315-346 

9.2.2022 ‘The pox in Boswell's London: an estimate of the extent of syphilis infection in 

the metropolis in the 1770s’, Simon Szreter and Kevin Siena, Economic History 

Review, 2021, vol.74 (2): p.372-399 

5.3.2022 ‘The making of the modern metropolis: evidence from London’, Stephan Heblich, 

Stephen Redding and Daniel Sturm, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 2020, 

vol.135 (4), p.2059-2133 

4.5.2022 'Secrecy and authority in late sixteenth- and seventeenth-century London', Paul 

Griffiths, Historical Journal, 1997, vol.40 (4): p.925-951 

1.6.2022 '‘A Wicked Operation’? Tonsillectomy in twentieth-century Britain', Louis Dwyer-

Hemmings, Medical History, 2018, vol.62 (2): p.217-241 

6.7.2022 'Ancient art and the Eighteenth-Century auction: collecting, catalogues and 

competition', Nichole Cochrane, Journal for Eighteenth-Century Studies, 2021, 

vol.44 (3): p.277-292 

 


