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Founded before the town’s creation, Chipping Norton church stands partway down the valley 

on what is now the town’s north-western edge, next to the former Norman castle.1 By the 

1090s (when it was given to Gloucester abbey) it had its own rector and endowment and 

was apparently fully independent, and by the mid 12th century it was the centre of the 

surrounding rural deanery. The rectory was a wealthy one, and between 1391 and 1403 it 

was appropriated by the abbey, and a perpetual vicarage ordained. The vicarage 

endowment was inadequate until the living’s augmentation in the 19th century, however, 

causing some later vicars to live elsewhere and employ curates. The benefice remained 

independent until the early 21st century, when it was incorporated into a team ministry 

serving ten churches in all. 

 The church itself was rebuilt between the 13th and 15th centuries, reflecting the 

town’s late medieval prosperity, while lay piety was expressed in side chapels, lights, and 

chantries, and in the Holy Trinity guild founded in 1450. The Reformation apparently met 

 
1 Above, devpt of town. This account was written in 2021–2. 
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with little enthusiasm, but most parishioners conformed, and the town seems to have 

harboured a plurality of views into the 17th century, when it became a focus of Dissent. Its 

Independent meeting in particular evolved into a respected Baptist church which (alongside 

Quakers, Wesleyans, and others) remained a feature of Chipping Norton’s religious life, and 

by the mid 19th century overall attendance at the Nonconformist chapels and the recently 

opened Roman Catholic church may have exceeded that at the parish church. Tensions 

arose over the perceived introduction of High-Church practices by some 19th-century vicars, 

and though relations later eased all denominations experienced mixed fortunes during the 

20th century, leading to the closure of the Quaker and Primitive Methodist meeting houses 

and of a Salvation Army hall. Even so six Christian denominations retained places of worship 

in 2021,2 while a small Muslim community worshipped in the town hall.3 

 

Church Origins and Parochial Organization 

 

Until the 10th or 11th century the Chipping Norton area may have been subject to the 

minster churches at Shipton-under-Wychwood or Charlbury.4 An independent church existed 

by 1096, when William II confirmed it to Gloucester abbey as the gift of the lord of Norton 

manor Ernulf de Hesdin (d. c.1097) and his wife Emmelina. Ernulf was possibly the founder, 

although the church could equally have been founded before the Norman Conquest, when 

the manor was held by two thegns.5 Henry I confirmed the abbey’s possession between 

1126 and 1135 (when the monks were to rebuild the church and maintain the incumbent),6 

but the living remained a rectory until the abbey appropriated it under a licence of 1391: the 

bishop's agreement was secured in 1395, and the first vicar instituted in 1403.7 The church 

probably had baptismal and burial rights from the outset,8 and by the 1150s it had given its 

name to the surrounding rural deanery,9 while the dedication to St Mary the Virgin was 

established by 1450.10 A later tradition (possibly mistaken) attributed the church’s original 

dedication to St Nicholas, changed in the late 12th or 13th century to St Thomas Becket.11 

 
2 Anglican; Baptist; Community; Jehovah’s Witnesses; Methodist; Roman Catholic. 
3 Below (19th to 21st cents). 
4 Blair, A-S Oxon. 57, 59–60, 66; VCH Oxon. XIX, 20–1; Eddershaw, Story, 14; above, vol. overview 
(relig. life); landownership. 
5 Reg. Regum Anglo-Norm. II, p. 410. Ernulf’s chaplain Theodardus may have served the church: J.H. 
Round (ed.), Cal. of Docs Preserved in France (1899), 481–2. 
6 Reg. Regum Anglo-Norm. II, p. 296. 
7 Lincs. Arch. REG/12, f. 448 and v.; REG/13, f. 331; above, landownership (rectory). 
8 The surviving 14th-cent. font was presumably a replacement: below (relig. bldgs.: par. ch.). 
9 D.M. Smith (ed.), English Episcopal Acta I: Lincoln 1067–1185 (1980), p. 75. 
10 Cal. Pat. 1446–52, 402. 
11 Par. Colln, I, 90; E.G. Davies, ‘Notes on the Church of S. Mary the Virgin Chipping Norton’ (c.1930): 
copy in Bodl. GA Oxon. 8o 1920. The tradition’s origins are unknown. 
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 The parish included Over Norton township from the Middle Ages,12 and from 1924 to 

1964 it was served in plurality with neighbouring Heythrop.13 Otherwise the parish was 

independent until 2001, when the benefice was combined with those of Kingham (with 

Churchill, Daylesford, and Sarsden) and Little Compton (with Chastleton, Cornwell, Little 

Rollright, and Salford), Chipping Norton’s vicar being promoted to team rector.14 

 

Advowson, Endowment, and Vicarage 

 

The advowson belonged to Chipping Norton manor until the late 11th century, when it was 

granted to Gloucester abbey with the church itself.15 Except in 1280 (when the archbishop of 

Canterbury presented by lapse) the abbot and convent presented all subsequent incumbents 

until the Dissolution,16 when the advowson passed to the dean and chapter of Gloucester 

cathedral;17 the Crown presented in 1549 following the previous vicar’s trial and probable 

execution for involvement in the Oxfordshire rising, and again in 1604, 1624, and 1683.18 In 

1935 a proposed exchange of livings with Christ Church, Oxford, was withdrawn, though in 

1940 the presentation for that turn lapsed to the bishop of Oxford.19 From 2001 the dean and 

chapter acted as joint patron of the united benefice.20 

The rectory was valued at 30 marks (£20) in 1254 and £29 13s. 4d. in 1291, making 

it one of the wealthiest in the deanery,21 and except for a £3 annual pension to Gloucester 

abbey the rector retained the whole of the church’s income until its appropriation by the 

abbey in the early 15th century. The vicar’s initial income is unknown, but by the 16th 

century he received an annual stipend of £10 6s. 8d., of which £2 6s. 8d. derived from a 

pension deducted from the lease of the rectory estate, with the remaining £8 paid by the 

lessee directly.22 An augmentation obtained by David Griffith (vicar 1526–46) was quickly 

withdrawn, prompting a legal challenge against the rectory estate’s lessee, while under John 

Norgrove (vicar 1626–55) the salary (then said to be £24) was reportedly withheld for 

several years during the Civil War, when the rectory lessee died and his widow remarried.23 

 
12 Above, boundaries; landownership; below, Over Norton, relig. hist. 
13 Crockford’s Clerical Dir. (1932), 29; (1963–4), 1199; (1967–8), 640. In 1964 Heythrop was united 
with Enstone: VCH Oxon. XI, 140. 
14 OHC, DIOC/1/C/6/23/1; Crockford’s Clerical Dir. (2002–3), 804. 
15 Above (church origins). 
16 Reg. Pecham, I, 107–8; below (Middle Ages: rectors etc.). 
17 L&P Hen. VIII, XVI, p. 572. 
18 OHC, Cal. Presentation Deeds, ser. 1, p. 26; below (Reformn to Restorn). 
19 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 1770; c 1772. 
20 Ibid. DIOC/1/C/6/23/1. Others were the diocesan board of patronage, Christ Church, Oxford, the 
bishop of Oxford, and Church Society Trust. 
21 Lunt (ed.), Val. Norw. 310; Tax. Eccl. 32; cf. Nonarum Inquisitiones, 139; Feudal Aids, VI, 380. 
22 Valor Eccl. II, 180, 414; GCL, Reg. C part 1, ff. 45v.–46v.; above, landownership (rectory). 
23 TNA, C 1/989/61–2; C 3/455/47. 
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An increase of £38 was approved in 1656, and the following year it was reported that £36 

had been added to an existing stipend of £22; that was still reckoned insufficient, however, 

and an increase to £100 a year was recommended.24 In 1666–7 an additional £30 was 

promised in equal shares by the dean and chapter, their lessee, and parishioners, but by 

1675 the augmentation was lost and the stipend had fallen back to £22, prompting renewed 

efforts to increase it.25 Under Edward Redrobe (vicar 1683–1721) it rose to £42 6s. 8d. (or 

c.£50 including customary fees and dues), and remained unchanged until 1764, when an 

additional £10 was granted by the dean and chapter.26 

At enclosure in 1770 (when the tithes were extinguished) the vicar was allotted 10 a. 

of glebe land, which was let,27 and by 1808 the benefice’s value was £110 a year derived 

from glebe, tithe rent-charge, and fees.28 The non-resident vicars Henry Dimock (1759–84) 

and Thomas Evans (1784–1808) paid their curate a salary of £50, increased to £75 under 

Richard Skillern (1808–35).29 In 1816 Queen Anne’s Bounty augmented the living by £200, 

and by a further £200 in 1833 following the dean and chapter’s addition of £20 a year to the 

vicar’s salary, producing a net income of £129 in 1840.30 That was still low compared with 

many Oxfordshire benefices,31 and in 1841 the Ecclesiastical Commissioners added another 

£12 a year, while in 1846 the dean and chapter increased its annual payment by £21 1s. 6d., 

contributing to a gross annual income of £180 by 1860 and £300 by the 1880s.32 In 1896 the 

Ecclesiastical Commissioners (to whom the dean and chapter’s Chipping Norton estate was 

transferred in 1855) contributed just under half the vicar’s gross income of £335 (£281 net), 

which increased to £400 net by the 1930s–40s.33 One 5-a. field, half of the vicar’s allotment 

at enclosure, was sold in 1872, and the other in 2012.34 

 

Vicarage House  The former vicarage house (rebuilt in 1880–1 and sold in 1978) stands on 

Church Street a short distance south-east of the church, probably on or near the site of a 

 
24 Cal. SP Dom. 1655–6, 301; 1656–7, 266. 
25 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 650, ff. 3–7; c 155, f. 17a; S. Eward (ed.), Gloucester Cathedral Chapter 
Act Book 1616–87 (Glos. Rec. Ser. 21, 2007), p. 105; D.M. Barratt, ‘Chipping Norton vicarage in 
1683’, Oxoniensia 10 (1945), 105–7. 
26 OHC, MSS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. b 40, f. 98; c 31, f. 279; GA, D936/E11, p. 8; D936/E129; D936/E233; 
D936/Y23; Par. Colln, I, 90; cf. OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 155, f. 38b (£46 11s. 8d. in 1707). 
27 OHC, enclo. award; ibid. MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 448, f. 33; d 561, f. 143v. 
28 Ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. c 446, f. 60. 
29 Ibid. c 327, p. 99; b 8, ff. 126, 128, 130, 132. 
30 Hodgson, QAB, pp. ccxvii, cccxxiii; OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. b 38, f. 59; b 39, f. 89v.; c 2200, no. 4; 
Lewis’s Topog. Dict. of Eng. (1840), III, 390. 
31 Oxon. Atlas, pp. 132–3. 
32 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 746, ff. 4v.–6, 185v.; c 2200, no. 5; Crockford’s Clerical Dir. (1860), 650; 
(1882), 478. 
33 London Gaz. 17 July 1855, pp. 2739–41; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 362, f. 100; Crockford’s Clerical 
Dir. (1932), 29; (1947), 1305. 
34 OHC, BOR1/2/12D/1; Chipping Norton News, no. 351 (Oct. 2012), 13–14. 
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medieval predecessor: the rectory house lay close to the church in 1293,35 and that or an 

adjoining plot was most likely used for the vicarage house which was ordered to be built in 

1410, a farmhouse for the appropriated rectory estate being established on West Street.36 

Several 16th- and 17th-century vicars resided,37 although from 1636 John Norgrove (vicar 

1626–55) lived at College Place rather than at the vicarage house, which was vacant in 1662 

when it was assessed on six hearths.38 In 1775 it included four bedrooms, two parlours, a 

kitchen, and a brewhouse, and in 1805 it was stone-built and slated and had an adjoining 

stone and thatched stable and woodhouse, surrounded by gardens covering c.1½ acres.39 

By 1808 it was dilapidated, and following its demolition in 181340 it was replaced c.1814–17 

(on a different alignment) by a three-bayed and two-storeyed house built by Richard Skillern 

(vicar 1808–35), which contained two pairs of rooms on either side of a central passage.41 

That was extended in 1854 by Alexander Whishaw (vicar 1850–66), who borrowed £300 

from Queen Anne’s Bounty to replace an outshut adjoining the kitchen with a dairy and 

storeroom with bedrooms above. The builder was Charles Young of Chipping Norton.42 

 By 1880 the house was reckoned too small, and was replaced by a new dwelling 

designed by E.G. Bruton. The estimated cost was £1,892, towards which the Ecclesiastical 

Commissioners granted £1,328 while Queen Anne’s Bounty lent a further £500.43 Built in 

Bruton’s ‘usual heavy Gothic manner’,44 the house is of light-coloured stone with dark red 

tiled roofs, multiple gables, and large stone stacks. The main part is a double pile with a roof 

valley in between, with an abutting L-shaped south-east wing which originally contained a 

parish room and servants’ quarters. Stone bands separate the ground and first floors, 

continuing on the south-facing entrance front as pointed arches around two-light mullioned 

windows. The single-storey porch is topped by decorative ironwork, while a blank heraldic 

shield with hoodmould and stops protrudes from the walling to its left. A separate stable 

block fronted the street. The house was exchanged in 1978 for the former National School 

building opposite (erected in 1859–60), where the team rector lived in 2021.45 

 
35 G.O. Sayles (ed.), Select Cases in Court of King’s Bench, Vol. II (Selden Soc. 57, 1938), 167 
(‘exiens ab illa ecclesia iuit versus mesuagium ad eandem ecclesiam pertinens’); below.  
36 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 2204, f. 9, citing LPL, Reg. Arundel 2, f. 123v.; above, landownership 
(rectory). 
37 e.g. OHC, par. reg. transcript; TNA, C 1/989/61; below (relig. life). 
38 Rosen and Cliffe, Making, 217–18; TNA, E 179/255/3. 
39 Oxf. Jnl, 28 Oct. 1775; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 448, f. 33. 
40 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 61, ff. 81, 85–8; ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. c 660, ff. 140–2. 
41 Ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. b 8, f. 125v. (‘almost finished’ in 1817). A plan of 1880 (ibid. c 1772) shows a 
dining and drawing room opposite a kitchen and study with bedrooms above. 
42 Ibid. c 1770, mortgage and plans. 
43 Ibid. c 1770; c 1772; c 2206. 
44 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 258; illust. (in early 20th cent.) in OHC, POX0190147; POX0190313. 
45 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1772; above, social hist. (educ.). 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Chipping Norton Religious History (Aug. 2022) © VCH Oxfordshire. • p. 6 

 

  

 

A curate’s house at 2 The Green was sold in 1970 and replaced by a newly-built 

bungalow at 33 Lords Piece Road, which was itself sold in 1973 when it was decided that no 

further curates were likely to be appointed.46 A former council house part-owned by the 

benefice accommodated the church’s youth worker from 1992.47 

 

Religious Life 

 

The Middle Ages 

 

Rectors, vicars, and clergy  The earliest known rector, Richard de Budeford, was instituted 

in the late 12th century, when he agreed to Gloucester abbey’s £3 pension.48 Presumably he 

was related to (or perhaps identical with) Master J. de Budeford, who resigned the 

incumbency c.1220.49 Among his successors, Master Walter of Gloucester was a subdeacon 

 
46 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1772. It was bought in 1960–2 and occupied from 1963. 
47 ‘Team Minister … Benefice of Chipping Norton’ [2016], p. 21 (accessed online Aug. 2021); 
information from John Marshall (June 2022). 
48 Hist. & Cart. Mon. Glouc. II, pp. 46–7; Magd. Coll., Chipping Norton 1 (c.1210). Budeford may 
derive from Bidford-on-Avon (Warws.), c.24 miles from Chipping Norton. 
49 Reg. Antiquiss. III, pp. 290–1. 

Chipping Norton vicarage house in the early 20th century: OHC, POX0190147. 
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at his institution in 1234, and was probably the Walter who in 1272 presented a vicar (Master 

William de Colne) to replace a deceased predecessor; nothing further is known of the 

vicarage, which was presumably a temporary arrangement while Walter was either absent or 

incapacitated.50 A further 12 rectors are known between the 1270s and the living’s 

appropriation after 1391. Master Stephen de Glaston (rector 1275–6) was succeeded by the 

royal clerk Nicholas de Woodford,51 whose resignation c.1280 was prompted by a recent 

papal condemnation of pluralism. The resulting vacancy was contested, the archbishop of 

Canterbury instituting his clerk Richard of Gloucester by lapse in preference to Gloucester 

abbey's candidate, the royal clerk William de Cherrington. Eleven years later (in 1293) 

Cherrington and his supporters attacked the rectory house, ejected Richard, and carried off 

precious goods including gold and silver,52 but though Richard was subsequently compelled 

to pay Cherrington over £50 (presumably for debts or as compensation for his loss of the 

post), he continued as rector until his death in 1304.53 

 The benefice continued to attract ambitious pluralist clergymen throughout the 14th 

century. Robert de Chishulle (rector 1304–15) was a clerk of the archbishop of Dublin, and 

on being ordained priest in 1308 was given dispensation to hold multiple benefices.54 His 

successors were mostly Oxford graduates early in their careers. Richard de Chaddeslegh 

(rector 1315–17) later became a doctor of canon law and entered royal service, holding 

several cathedral and college prebends until his death in 1348.55 Hugh Sapy (rector 1317–

19) was a subdeacon at his institution, and exchanged the living with Thomas le Botiler 

(1319–21) for that of Ombersley (Worcs.).56 The town’s most distinguished rector was the 

long-serving John de Gaddesden (rector 1321–49), a physician and medical scholar who 

entered the service of Edward, the Black Prince.57 Gaddesden was probably typical in not 

permanently residing, and in 1330 he was licensed to lease the rectory for two years. 

Resident assistant clergy perhaps included chantry priests such as Richard Averey, who 

was instituted to St Mary’s chantry in 1328.58 Gaddesden died in 1349 during the Black 

Death, and was succeeded by Roger de Hortone, who served for 30 years until 1379 and 

 
50 Rot. Welles, II, 44; Rot. Gravesend, 223. Wm probably witnessed a local charter: Magd. Coll., 
Chipping Norton 3 and 6. 
51 Rot. Gravesend, 226, 231. 
52 R.W. Southern, Western Society and the Church in the Middle Ages (1970), 196–7; G.O. Sayles 
(ed.), Select Cases in Court of King’s Bench, Vol. II (Selden Soc. 57, 1938), 166–7; Reg. Pecham, I, 
107–8; C.T. Martin (ed.), Registrum Epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham, Archiepiscopi 
Cantuariensis, Vol. I (1882), 158–9, 201–2; PROME, I, 573–5. 
53 Cal. Close 1288–96, 329; 1296–1302, 119; Lincs. Arch. REG/2, f. 147. 
54 Cal. Papal Regs 1305–42, 34, 49. 
55 Lincs. Arch. REG/2, f. 165v.; Cal. Pat. 1313–17, 471; Emden, OU Reg. to 1500, I, 381. 
56 Lincs. Arch. REG/2, ff. 169v., 171v.; Emden, OU Reg. to 1500, II, 1117. 
57 ODNB, s.v. John Gaddesden; Emden, OU Reg. to 1500, II, 739; Cal. Papal Regs 1305–42, 372, 
406, 535. 
58 ODNB; Reg. Burghersh, II, p. 76. 
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was twice outlawed (in Worcestershire and Wiltshire) for debt and false accounting.59 The 

last rector was William Parham (instituted in 1390), who in 1394 was licensed to study at an 

English university for three years.60 

 Under the licence of 1391 Gloucester abbey was authorized to appropriate the 

rectory on the death or resignation of the existing incumbent,61 and in 1403 its presentee 

John Machan was instituted to the newly ordained vicarage, despite a rival presentation by 

the Crown of the royal clerk Robert Tunstall.62 Machan was succeeded in 1405 by John 

Good, followed by a gap in recorded institutions;63 the vicar in 1450, however, was Nicholas 

Whitbill (d. 1477), a former chantry priest in the church, who that year joined with four 

leading townsmen to establish the guild of the Holy Trinity.64 Several later vicars were well 

educated, amongst them the young Oxford graduate Richard Aleyn (vicar 1487–1523) and 

the canon lawyer and pluralist William Clayton (1523–6), who became a royal chaplain.65 

David Griffith (vicar 1526–46) was also an Oxford graduate and probably a pluralist,66 and 

from the outset employed a curate (Henry Davy); he was further assisted by several chantry 

priests and by the schoolmaster, ministering to ‘a thousand people young and old’. In 1530 

the churchwardens reported the town’s clergy for failing to join the Rogation Day procession 

and for singing in the choir without surplices,67 though invocations in parishioners’ wills 

suggest that Griffith and his colleagues remained staunchly orthodox, and Griffith’s own will 

(in which he requested burial in the chancel and left money to the high altar) was 

conventionally Catholic in tone.68 

 

Chantries, guilds, and chapels  By the later Middle Ages the parish church contained side-

altars for four large-scale chantries. The earliest, established in or before the 1280s by the 

townsman Richard Wale, and endowed with a house and 60s. annual rent, shared the 

church’s dedication to St Mary the Virgin. Wale presented as chantry priest his kinsman 

William Wale, who officiated at the altar of St James ‘erected in the old chapel of Norton’, 

apparently a chapel or aisle within the parish church. By 1307, when Robert Page replaced 

 
59 Lincs. Arch. REG/9, f. 243; Cal. Pat. 1367–70, 240; 1374–7, 480; Emden, OU Reg. to 1500, II, 968; 
cf. TNA, CP 40/466, m. 29d. 
60 Lincs. Arch. REG/11, f. 313v.; REG/12, f. 411; Emden, OU Reg. to 1500, III, 1464–5. 
61 Cal. Papal Regs 1362–97, 406; 1396–1404, 599; Lincs. Arch. REG/12, f. 448 and v. 
62 Lincs. Arch. REG/13, f. 331; Cal. Pat. 1401–5, 217; Emden, OU Reg. to 1500, III, 1915–16. 
63 Lincs. Arch. REG/14, f. 379; the next known institution is Rob. Meryng’s in 1477 (ibid. REG/21, f. 
85v.). John Bennet was perhaps vicar in the 15th cent. (Par. Colln, I, 93–4), but is otherwise 
unknown. 
64 Lincs. Arch. REG/17, f. 65; below (chantries). 
65 Emden, OU Reg. to 1500, I, 23; 1501–40, 121. 
66 Ibid. 1501–40, 247. 
67 Subsidy 1526, 264; TNA, C 1/989/61; Visit. Dioc. Linc. I, p. lii; II, 45. 
68 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 178.26; 178.35; 178.46; 178.118; 178.131; 178.140; 179.3; 179.26; 179.42; 
179.111; 179.172; 179.193 (Griffith’s); 185.164; below (popular piety). 
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Roger of Sarsden as priest, the chantry’s foundation was attributed to the late ‘Master’ 

William Wale, and its income had been increased by 20s. a year by the former rector Walter 

of Gloucester.69 The patronage remained in the Wale family in the 14th and 15th centuries, 

descending with a New Street property called Wales,70 and passed later to the Lees or 

Turwoods, the chantry priests being usually instituted by the bishop.71 Few seem to have 

stayed long, although of 11 known between 1393 and 1441 one (Nicholas Whitbill) became 

vicar,72 while William Wood, exceptionally, remained in post for 43 years (1441–84).73 In 

1530 the priest was John Grass, and in 1548 Edward Holden, a ‘man very well learned’; his 

salary of £7 12s. 6d. was taken from a gross income of £9 8s. 4d., derived from property 

rents in the town and surrounding fields.74 

 The remaining chantries were founded in the 15th century. In 1450 the vicar and 

leading parishioners established a guild associated with the church and dedicated to the 

Holy Trinity, which until its dissolution in 1548 played a significant role in the town’s social 

and religious life. A warden or master was elected annually by the members (both men and 

women), and two chantry priests celebrated mass daily at St Katherine’s or other altars.75 

Three niches north of the chancel arch possibly formed the reredos of the guild chapel’s east 

wall, its other sides enclosed by stone or wooden screens.76 The guild acquired extensive 

property in the town and elsewhere to maintain the chaplains, a schoolmaster, and a charity 

for the poor, which by 1535 supported six people in an almshouse, while a guildhall was built 

(or rebuilt) in Middle Row between 1514 and 1520.77 In 1548 the single priest (William 

Bryan) was of ‘honest behaviour’, and received £6 a year.78 

 A chantry dedicated to St John the Baptist was founded in 1481 by Thomas Gerveys’ 

widow Margaret, who endowed a priest to officiate daily at St John’s altar.79 That probably 

lay (as later) in the outer north aisle, and in 1501 the lord of the manor Richard Croft 

 
69 Lincs. Arch. REG/2, f. 153v.; VCH Oxon. II, 16, citing Bodl. MS Dodsworth 107, f. 146 (17th-cent. 
copy of lost original); below (relig. bldgs: par. ch.). 
70 Reg. Burghersh, II, p. 76; Reg. Fleming, II, p. 44; Lincs. Arch. REG/11, ff. 322, 330v.; REG/14, f. 
410v.; REG/17, ff. 63, 65; REG/18, f. 173. 
71 Lincs. Arch. REG/22, f. 224; REG/23, ff. 272v., 285; REG/27, f. 176; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 105, p. 
11; TNA, C 1/56/39. 
72 e.g. Wm Seggeberewe (1393–5), Wm Crowton (1417–23), and John Thomas (1434–5); for Whitbill, 
above (rectors etc.). 
73 Lincs. Arch. REG/18, f. 173; REG/22, f. 224. 
74 Visit. Dioc. Linc. II, 45; Chant. Cert. 20, 45; Valor Eccl. II, 180–1; Cal. Pat. 1548–9, 193, 414–15; 
1549–51, 82, 283; 1547–53, 246; 1553–4, 96; above, landownership (guild and chantry estates). 
75 Cal. Pat. 1446–52, 402; Rosen and Cliffe, Making, 34–6, 45–6. 
76 Below (relig. bldgs: par. ch.). 
77 Chant. Cert. pp. xviii, 20, 39, 46; Valor Eccl. II, 180; Cal. Pat. 1548–9, 223, 314–15; 1549–51, 283; 
1547–53, 246; above, town bldgs; landownership (guild and chantry estates); social hist. (educ.; 
welfare). 
78 Chant. Cert. 20, 46. 
79 Cal. Pat. 1476–85, 277. 
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requested burial in St John’s chapel.80 By 1548 (following patronage and property disputes in 

the 1530s)81 the founder was thought to be John Tanner, and the priest (William Benson) 

received a stipend of £6 9s. derived from property in the town and at Brize Norton.82 A 

chantry dedicated to St James was established in 1497 by Margaret Pynner or Prynner, who 

gave lands worth 10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.) a year for a chaplain to celebrate daily mass at St 

James’s altar. The St Mary’s chantry priest William Reynold (d. 1497) helped in setting up 

the chantry, whose priest John Reynold (d. 1544) was presumably a relative. He was 

succeeded there by Robert Baynton and later by Robert Wheeler, who occupied a house in 

Church Street, and whose stipend of £6 18s. 2d. derived from house rents in Chipping 

Norton and Woodstock.83 

 

   

 

 The chantries were variously endowed with ornaments, plate, and jewels donated by 

patrons and others, which were confiscated at their dissolution.84 In 1520 the chantry priest 

Thomas Walter was accused of living ‘suspiciously’ with a woman and of wasting the profits 

of his chantry and reducing its capital, though the damage seems to have been temporary 

 
80 TNA, PROB 11/13/180; Par. Colln, I, 91; below (relig. bldgs: par. ch.). 
81 TNA, C 1/742/48; C 1/913/1–3. 
82 Chant. Cert. 21, 46; VCH Oxon. XV, 223; Cal. Pat. 1548–9, 192; cf. Valor Eccl. II, 180; above, 
landownership (guild and chantry estates). 
83 Cal. Pat. 1494–1509, 109; 1548–9, 192; Emden, OU Reg. to 1500, III, 1572; OHC, MSS Wills 
Oxon. 178.26; 179.3; Chant. Cert. 21, 46; Valor Eccl. II, 180 (naming John Pynn[er] as co-founder); 
above, landownership (guild and chantry estates). John Reynold resigned c.1541: Lincs. Arch. 
REG/27, f. 199. 
84 Chant. Cert. 20–2. 

Possible site of 
the Holy Trinity 
guild chapel in the 
parish church. 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Chipping Norton Religious History (Aug. 2022) © VCH Oxfordshire. • p. 11 

and he probably resigned in 1522.85 All four chantry priests were dismissed at the chantries’ 

suppression in 1548, when they were granted pensions.86 

 

Popular piety and religious festivals  Late medieval popular piety was expressed not only 

by the founding of chantries, but by extensive rebuilding of the church and installation of 

memorials to leading townspeople, including surviving brasses to the mercer John Stokes 

and his wife Alice (c.1450), and to the woolman John Yonge (d. 1451) and his wife Isabel. 

More elaborate early 16th-century monuments included a tomb-chest with alabaster effigies 

commemorating the lord of the manor Richard Croft (d. 1502) and his wife Anne (d. 1509), 

while heraldic and memorial glass (since removed) survived in the early 18th century.87 Early 

16th-century wills suggest a commitment to the church’s upkeep and to traditional patterns 

of worship: money was regularly left to maintain the bells and torches, and candles were 

purchased to illuminate saints’ images. At least 12 separate lights were dedicated to the 

rood, the Trinity, All Souls, and particular saints, and a gilded statue of St George was 

installed in 1531. Inhabitants arranged for performance of obits and trentals and made 

bequests to individual clergy,88 while in 1547 malt was left for a church ale, held probably 

(like Whitsuntide feasts in the later 16th century) in the guildhall.89 Rogation Day processions 

mentioned in 1530 presumably involved the usual perambulation of fields (to bless the 

crops) and boundaries, accompanied by feasting and drinking;90 wayside crosses (two of 

which were mentioned in the 13th century) may have marked the staging posts,91 and in 

1531 a former churchwarden left 3s. 4d. towards the town’s ‘high cross’.92 Processional 

banners are suggested by a parishioner’s bequest towards a ‘streamer’ in 1545, and 

perhaps by a debt owed to two London embroiderers by the master of the Holy Trinity guild 

 
85 Visit. Dioc. Linc. I, pp. xxxix, 134. The chantry is not named, but was probably St Mary’s: Lincs. 
Arch. REG/23, f. 285 (‘Thos Walker’, inst. 1501); REG/27, f. 176 (‘Thos Waterns’, resigned 1522). 
86 Chant. Cert. pp. xxi, 45–6; below (Reformn to Restorn). 
87 Rosen and Cliffe, Making, 27 (Yonge); below (relig. bldgs: par. ch.). For a now lost ‘fair tomb of 
marble’ commemorating John Ashfield (d. 1506) of Heythrop, Oxon. Visit. 12; Rosen and Cliffe, 
Making, 32. 
88 TNA, PROB 11/13/82; PROB 11/13/120; PROB 11/13/151; PROB 11/13/180; PROB 11/13/458; 
PROB 11/16/822; OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 178.26; 178.35; 178.46; 178.118; 178.131; 178.140; 179.3; 
179.26; 179.42; 179.88; 179.90; 179.111; 179.137. 
89 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 179. 227; TNA, C 93/4/1 (Whit feasts in guildhall). 
90 Visit. Dioc. Linc. II, 45 (complaining that the assistant clergy did not attend); cf. K. Thomas, Religion 
and the Decline of Magic (1973 edn), 71–4. 
91 Magd. Coll., Chipping Norton 2 and 4; ibid. 127/6; 148/8; ibid. Adds. 92 (‘treyn’ cross); BNC, Cold 
Norton 12. 
92 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 178.46; for the cross, above, devpt of town (late medieval); econ. hist. (mkt 
places). 
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and several former churchwardens in 1525.93 Some of the images, bells, and crucifixes 

mentioned in parishioners’ wills were possibly also carried in processions.94 

 

 

 

 

 Little evidence of resistance to such practices has been found, though in the 1430s a 

Chipping Norton minstrel was hanged at Warwick for disparaging the eucharist and 

harbouring Lollard books,95 and one early 16th-century parishioner (Richard Draycot) failed 

to observe the sacraments. Churchwardens’ presentments were otherwise more concerned 

with sexual mores, although in 1520 they reported that the chancel (which was Gloucester 

abbey’s responsibility as rector) was ruinous, and the chrismatory (used to keep consecrated 

oil) broken, while the churchyard was violated by stray animals.96 

 

The Reformation to the Restoration 

 

Henry Joyes (vicar 1546–9) opposed the reforming religious policies of Edward VI’s 

government, and was sentenced to be hanged from his church’s tower for his involvement in 

 
93 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 179.88; TNA, CP 40/1046, m. 23 and d. 
94 e.g. OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 178.131 (images); 178.140 (bells); TNA, PROB 11/13/458 (crucifix). 
Most bequests were probably for the church’s tower-bells, however. 
95 M. Aston, Lollards and Reformers (1984), 45–6. 
96 Visit. Dioc. Linc. I, 134. 

Tomb-chest of Richard and Anne Croft in the chancel’s north chapel. 
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the Oxfordshire rising of 1549, when rebels camped at Chipping Norton. His complaints may 

have included the dismissal in 1548 of the four chantry priests, whose departure left him 

without help in ministering to up to 800 communicants.97 The suppression of the parish’s 

chantries, obits, and lights was reflected in inhabitants’ wills, which even before Joyes’ death 

adopted a more Protestant tone.98 Possibly only a minority of townspeople actively 

welcomed the Reformation, however: hopes of a return to traditional practices were 

expressed in 1548 by Margaret Abirrye, who left vestments for church use ‘if it then be so 

allowed’, while in 1558 Edward Phillips requested that ‘all that I bought of the church’ 

(perhaps for safekeeping during its dispersal) should be restored to it.99 Around the 1540s 

two church bells were sold to help pay for a new market house, but were replaced at the 

parish’s expense in the 1580s–90s.100 

 Religious conformity was probably encouraged by Joyes’ successors Edward Large 

(vicar 1549–51), a Crown presentee who had earlier been imprisoned for evangelical 

preaching, and William Nyclyn (1551–5), who witnessed inhabitants’ wills but was removed 

during the Catholic revival under Mary.101 His replacement was the former curate George 

Marbury (vicar 1555–8), who by 1558 held nearby Kingham in plurality;102 nonetheless 

townspeople’s wills suggest no general revival of Catholic sensibilities.103 From 1558 to 1569 

the benefice remained vacant for unknown reasons; the incumbents of Little Rollright, 

Shipton-under-Wychwood, and Chastleton all witnessed town wills and may have taken 

services, while unbeneficed clergy included a deacon to whom Gloucester cathedral gave 

40s. a year from the rectory estate, until the lessee stopped the payment c.1610.104 The 

curate John Eves (mentioned in 1569) became vicar the same year, to be succeeded at his 

death in 1573 by Christopher Walker.105 Walker’s own successor John Lancaster (vicar 

1578–1604) left a will invoking the ‘joys prepared for the elect of God’, suggesting Puritan 

 
97 Cal. Pat. 1549–51, 117; Chant. Cert. pp. xxi, 20, 45 (mentioning 540–800 ‘houseling people’); 
Oxon. Atlas, p. 82; K. Halliday, ‘New light on “the commotion time” of 1549: the Oxfordshire rising’, 
Hist. Research 82 (2009), 662, 669–70, 675. Though it is possible that Joyes died a natural death in 
1549 (as suggested in Eddershaw, Story, 43, citing OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 105, p. 134), he was said 
to have been ‘executed for high treason’ in Cal. Pat. 1549–51, 117. 
98 e.g. OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 179.313 (witnessed by Joyes). 
99 Ibid. 180.35; 181.273. 
100 TNA, C 22/332/42 (deposn of Wm Coles). 
101 Cal. Pat. 1549–51, 117; Pearce, ‘Clergy’, 38; G.R. Elton, Policy and Police (1972), 375–80; P. 
Marshall and A. Ryrie (eds), The Beginnings of English Protestantism (2002), 47; OHC, MSS Wills 
Oxon. 180.171; 181.57. Gilb. Barton ‘priest of Chipping Norton’ (d. 1553) was presumably Nyclyn’s 
curate: ibid. 180.191. 
102 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 185.518 (as curate); Pearce, ‘Clergy’, 38. 
103 For Catholic invocations under Mary, OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 182.43; 183.150. 
104 Ibid. 183.150; 183.225; 184.144; TNA, PROB 11/43/530; ibid. C 93/4/1; Pearce, ‘Clergy’, 38. 
105 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 184.367; Reg. Parker, III, 996, 1005. 
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leanings,106 but was remembered in several townspeople’s wills and was buried in the 

town.107 

 In the early 17th century the town joined in the moderate Puritanism characteristic of 

north Oxfordshire, and was the setting for a Puritan-influenced assembly held in the 

1630s.108 It was not yet a focus of Protestant Nonconformity, however, or of Roman Catholic 

recusancy,109 which was condemned by the vicar Richard Hathway (1604–7).110 Occasional 

irreverent behaviour was punished by the church authorities: in 1584 a parishioner was 

caught at the alehouse during divine service, and in 1622 a woman was upbraided for not 

wearing a kerchief in church, while in 1634 a husband and wife were accused of kissing 

during the sermon. On another occasion the churchwardens decided against reporting a 

group of young people playing the tabor and dancing at the cross before prayers,111 although 

public penance was imposed in 1630 on a group of friends who, while eating and drinking at 

an alehouse, jokingly performed mock baptisms by sprinkling or throwing drink.112 

Unauthorized digging of saltpetre in the churchyard was reported the same year.113 Private 

worship is suggested by the Talbot inn’s possession of a ‘chapel chamber’ in the 1610s, and 

by the yeoman William Turner’s possession in 1617 of another chapel chamber, a bible, and 

a book of Puritan propaganda,114 while several other parishioners owned prayer books and 

bibles in the 1610s–40s, and one a book of Protestant martyrs and a Puritan tract.115 At the 

parish church itself a sanctus bell was replaced in 1624, and a pewter flagon was 

bequeathed in 1635.116 

 Later vicars included the Oxford-educated Edward Allaway (vicar 1607–18) and 

Cosmey Madocks (1624–6),117 while Madocks’ successor John Norgrove (from a Shropshire 

leather-working family) acquired town property, rented College Place as a residence, and 

 
106 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 41/1/71. 
107 Ibid. 129/1/6; 21/3/29; 10/5/17; 47/1/30; 3/5/49; ibid. par. reg. transcript; cf. Pearce, ‘Clergy’, 39, 63 
(mistakenly conflating the vicars of Chipping Norton and Bloxham). 
108 Rosen and Cliffe, Making, 46; R. Matthew, Peters Net Let Downe (1634): copies in Bodl. Matthew 
was vicar of Bloxham: VCH Oxon. IX, 74. 
109 H.E. Salter, ‘Recusants in Oxfordshire, 1603–33’, OAS Rep. 69 (1924), 26–7, 54, 57; A. Davidson, 
‘Roman Catholicism in Oxfordshire from the Late Elizabethan Period to the Civil War, c.1580–c.1640’ 
(Bristol Univ. PhD thesis, 1970), 280–1. For Protestant Nonconformity by the 1650s–60s, below. 
110 M.S. Giuseppi and G.D. Owen (eds), Calendar of the Cecil Papers in Hatfield House, 20 (1968), 48 
(insinuating that James I was prone to ‘popery’). 
111 E.R. Brinkworth (ed.), Archdeacon’s Court Liber Actorum, 1584, I (ORS 23, 1942), 85; C. Haigh, 
The Plain Man’s Pathways to Heaven (2007), 88, 93, 174; Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. c 56, f. 27. 
112 VCH Oxon. II, 42–3; Haigh, Plain Man’s Pathways, 172–3. The joke began because they were all 
called John, and ‘baptized’ anyone wishing to join them. 
113 Cal. SP Dom. 1629–31, 291. 
114 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 55/3/4; 153/3/34; Eddershaw, Story, 26, 66. 
115 TNA, PROB 11/150/76; OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 1/4/12; 12/4/8; 32/1/25; 55/3/12; 1/4/22; 44/1/15; 
298/3/21; 41/3/38, etc. 
116 Ch. Bells Oxon. I, 90; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 71/1/11; for the bldg in this period, below (relig. bldgs: 
par. ch.). 
117 Alum. Oxon. 1500–1714, I, 15; III, 958. 
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witnessed local wills, although he also became embroiled in some petty local disputes, one 

hostile parishioner calling him ‘contentious … and troublesome’.118 He was deprived during 

the Commonwealth, to be replaced in 1655 by Robert Eaton and the following year by an 

Independent minister, Stephen Ford, who claimed to have found his ‘heart more inclined’ to 

Chipping Norton’s ‘poor vicarage’ than to some wealthier livings.119 Nonetheless he 

petitioned the government for a salary increase in 1657.120 Norgrove’s continued presence 

until his death in 1659 may have hindered Ford’s efforts,121 and in 1660 (shortly after 

Charles II’s restoration) some ‘insolent persons’ attacked him in church as he was about to 

preach, pulling him ‘by the neck and throat and … hair’ and calling him ‘rogue and rascal … 

without any cause or provocation’.122 Following his ejection c.1661 Ford remained in the 

town and continued to preach, until ongoing harassment and threats to his life prompted his 

removal to London.123 His treatment suggests that most townspeople favoured a broad 

Anglican inclusiveness, although Protestant Nonconformity (perhaps encouraged by Ford) 

retained considerable support thereafter. 

 

The Anglican Church 1660–1800 

 

Ford’s successor Edmund Hall (c.1661–83) was a former Parliamentarian and Presbyterian, 

whose moderate views allowed him to conform at the Restoration. He may therefore have 

been better suited to manage Chipping Norton’s divided religious loyalties, although Anthony 

Wood reported that he received a mixed reception, some considering him to be ‘a fantastical’ 

and others an ‘edifying preacher’.124 The living’s poverty meant that he served as curate 

rather than vicar, the inhabitants themselves augmenting his miserly stipend;  

understandably he also acquired other benefices, serving St Nicholas’s, Abingdon (then 

Berks.) from 1676, and Great Rissington (Glos.) from 1680. His departure from the town 

coincided with a renewal of the rectory estate lease, which allowed Gloucester cathedral to 

augment the vicar’s stipend and so ‘discharge him from too servile a dependence upon the 

people’, although the dean and chapter’s failure to nominate a replacement within six 

months meant that they lost their right of presentation for that turn. Following a petition the 

 
118 Rosen and Cliffe, Making, 52, 217–18; OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 1/5/30; 147/1/22; 70/3/14, etc.; Oxf. 
Ch. Ct Deposns 1634–9, pp. 13, 17; TNA, PROB 11/288/750. His descendants were prosperous 
Chipping Norton tanners: above, econ. hist. (tanning). 
119 Walker Revised, ed. Matthews, 298; Calamy Revised, ed. Matthews, 177–8, 206; ODNB, s.v. 
Steph. Ford. 
120 Cal. SP Dom. 1656–7, 266; above (endowment). 
121 Norgrove married a couple in 1658: OHC, par. reg. transcript; ibid. PAR64/1/R1/2, f. 42v. 
122 LJ XI, 49; T. Crosby, Hist. of the English Baptists, II (1739), 259–60. 
123 Bp Fell and Nonconf. pp. xxiii, 62. 
124 ODNB, s.v. Edm. Hall; Alum. Oxon. 1500–1714, II, 631; A. Wood, Athenæ Oxonienses, IV (1820 
edn), 213. 
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Crown agreed to present their nominee Edward Redrobe, a young Oxford graduate who also 

succeeded at St Nicholas’s, Abingdon (a sinecure under Crown control),125 and remained at 

Chipping Norton until his death in 1721.126 

 The improved stipend and reinstatement of a vicar may have been partly intended to 

check the growth of Dissent in the town, although if so the attempt was largely 

unsuccessful.127 More trivial tensions arose over marriage fees soon after Redrobe’s 

arrival,128 but broad support for the church was reflected in gifts and endowments by the 

better-off: a large pewter flagon was donated in 1668 by that year’s churchwardens, and a 

silver chalice and paten (inscribed with three sets of initials) in 1671,129 while in 1685 it was 

reported that three inhabitants had endowed annual sermons to be preached in their 

memory, one (by Thomas Hyatt) as long ago as 1634.130 Other prominent inhabitants were 

commemorated by ledger stones, wall tablets, and tomb chests (including one to Redrobe 

himself),131 and large private pews continued to accumulate, occasionally prompting 

violence: in 1666 one woman assaulted another who tried to take her seat before Sunday 

evening prayer, while in 1697 Samuel Higgins protested against the appropriation of his 

accustomed pew by a town ropemaker whose son-in-law was a Presbyterian and never 

attended the parish church.132 

 Redrobe’s immediate successors were (like him) Oxford graduates who stayed for 

life.133 Richard Eaton (vicar 1721–39) preached two sermons on Sundays and was mostly 

resident, baptizing his children in the church and being eventually buried there himself.134 A 

five-seat gallery at the church’s west end was reserved early in his incumbency for a choir of 

young male psalm singers, whose predecessors had paid for its construction some years 

earlier.135 A subscription lectureship worth £22 was held in the 1740s (during Charles 

Venables’ incumbency) by the Stow-on-the-Wold schoolmaster Henry Brown,136 but later 

 
125 D.M. Barratt, ‘Chipping Norton vicarage in 1683’, Oxoniensia 10 (1945), 105–7; Alum. Oxon. 
1500–1714, II, 631; III, 1243; above (endowment). 
126 OHC, par. reg. transcript. 
127 Bp Fell and Nonconf. pp. xxviii–xxix; below (Nonconf. 1660–1800). 
128 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 31, ff. 279–283v. 
129 Evans, Ch. Plate, 39–40. 
130 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. b 40, f. 98; TNA, PROB 11/166/334. Payment for one sermon was 
stopped by the corporation c.1750: OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 558, f. 150v. 
131 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 256; Par. Colln, I, 93–4; OHC, monumental inscriptions transcript (2002); 
below (relig. bldgs: par. ch.). 
132 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 119, ff. 84v.–85; ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. c 454, ff. 128–30. 
133 Alum. Oxon. 1500–1714, II, 442; 1715–1886, I, 374; IV, 1468; OHC, par. reg. transcript; ibid. MS 
Wills Oxon. 155/4/40 (Chas Venables, vicar 1739–50). 
134 Secker’s Visit. 44; OHC, par. reg. transcript; TNA, PROB 11/701/312. 
135 Below (relig. bldgs.: par ch.), with refs. For a bequest to the choir in 1782, TNA, PROB 
11/1091/111. 
136 Secker’s Corresp. 130; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. e 23, p. 34. Chipping Norton corporation were the 
school’s governors from 1612: VCH Glos. II, 420. 
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funded the vicar’s afternoon sermon.137 Thomas Dockwray (vicar 1750–9) was presumably 

absent in 1753 when the rector of neighbouring Heythrop was called ‘minister’ of Chipping 

Norton,138 and in his later years Henry Dimock (vicar 1759–84) lived in his native Gloucester 

and employed a curate, although he earlier served the church himself, continuing the two 

Sunday sermons and celebrating Holy Communion four times a year. Some 70–80 

communicants attended, though Dimock nevertheless complained of parishioners’ 

‘licentiousness’ and neglect of divine worship.139 His successor Thomas Evans (vicar 1784–

1808) initially also lived elsewhere, and though he resided by 1802 he died insolvent and left 

the vicarage house in a ruinous state.140 By then a large proportion of the town’s population 

were Dissenters, a point made in a parish petition to Gloucester cathedral as patron, 

pressing the need for a ‘popular’ successor to ‘diminish … the number of sectaries’.141 

 

Nonconformity 1660–1800 

 

By the 1660s the area around Chipping Norton was one of three chief focuses of Dissent in 

the county, and the town itself hosted meetings of Quakers, Baptists, and Independents (or 

Congregationalists).142 Several suffered early persecution. In 1660 the violent treatment of 

the Independent minister Stephen Ford was mirrored by the persecution of Joseph Davis, a 

Baptist mercer of Chipping Norton and a ‘zealous and pious preacher’, who had all his goods 

confiscated and was imprisoned in Burford and later Oxford gaol. Another leading Dissenter, 

Josiah Diston (d. 1721), in an account compiled in 1707 likewise complained of meetings 

being broken up, hostile justices and townspeople, and imprisonment.143 In 1669 an 

Independent conventicle met at Diston’s house in New Street, which in 1672 was licensed as 

a Congregationalist meeting house; an application the same year to use the guildhall as a 

meeting place was refused, but even so implies a large number of Dissenters.144 The 1676 

census recorded 77 Nonconformists, and though only 20–30 were said to attend Diston’s 

house on Sundays in 1682 (when the regular teacher was the former shoemaker Thomas 

 
137 e.g. OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 561, f. 143. 
138 Secker’s Corresp. 237; cf. OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 42/4/10. 
139 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 558, ff. 149v.–150; d 561, ff. 142v.–143; d 564, ff. 117v.–118; c 327, p. 99; 
Alum. Oxon. 1715–1886, I, 371. Dimock later received preferment elsewhere. 
140 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 327, pp. 99, 275; b 32, f. 83v.; ibid. MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. b 23, ff. 241, 
245 (services by curate John Hancock); above (vicarage ho.). 
141 GA, D936/E234, recommending Evans’ last (unnamed) curate; below (Nonconf. 1660–1800). 
142 Bp Fell and Nonconf. p. xiv; Oxon. Atlas, p. 86. 
143 Bp Fell and Nonconf. pp. xxiv–xxv; T. Crosby, Hist. of the English Baptists, II (1739), 258–63; 
above (Reformn to Restorn). 
144 Bp Fell and Nonconf. 62; G. Lyon Turner (ed.), Original Records of Early Nonconformity (1911–
14), II, 828; Cal. SP Dom. 1671–2, 307; 1672, 238. 
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Worden),145 the vicar of Charlbury complained the same year of the ‘great harm’ which 

Chipping Norton Dissenters caused in his own parish.146 

 The Congregationalists (also called Independents or Presbyterians) were probably 

the dominant sect by 1690, when they were sufficiently numerous to guarantee the town’s 

minister a stipend of £40.147 The ministry continued under John Worth,148 whose successor, 

the long-serving John Thorley, was pastor of the Presbyterian chapel for 60 years (1699–

1759). He was remembered in several inhabitants’ wills: Josiah Diston’s (drawn up in 1710) 

promised him 40s. a year for seven years,149 while John Weston (d. 1709) arranged an 

annual payment of 10s. throughout his ministry, along with a separate 20s. bequest towards 

the Presbyterians’ endowment.150 Thorley also received a salary from national Presbyterian 

funds, and by 1715 preached to a congregation of 250, mostly tradesmen and labourers but 

including gentlemen and freeholders.151 His house was licensed for religious worship in 

1722, and in 1733 a purpose-built Presbyterian chapel was opened in New Street, set back 

from the road and attended in 1738 by c.25 families, although the vicar claimed that 

numbers had decreased considerably in recent years.152 Following Thorley’s death (and his 

burial ‘under the communion table’)153 the group relied on visiting preachers including one 

from Hook Norton, and by 1768 the departure of several leading families had reportedly 

prompted a further decline among ‘Presbyterians and Anabaptists’, the 30–40 remaining 

being ‘chiefly persons of a lower rank’.154 In the 1770s the Baptists took over the New Street 

chapel, where the Baptist pastor Thomas Purdy (d. 1802) served a congregation of 80–100. 

A register of births was started in 1767, and a burial ground opened at the chapel in 1779.155 

 Quakers were resident at Chipping Norton by c.1660, when the shoemaker Giles 

Tidmarsh (d. 1692) was imprisoned for refusing to pay church rates. He suffered further 

periods of imprisonment until 1672,156 and in 1696 his son Giles (d. 1719) was among those 

leasing land in New Street on which a Quaker meeting house (registered in 1703) was later 

 
145 Bp Fell and Nonconf. 42–3; Compton Census, ed. Whiteman, 422; Oxon. Atlas, p. 86. For Worden, 
Cal. SP Dom. 1671–2, 307; Walker Revised, ed. Matthews, 298. 
146 Bp Fell and Nonconf. 10, 62; VCH Oxon. X, 153. 
147 A. Gordon (ed.), Freedom after Ejection (1917), 85. 
148 F.H. Rollinson, ‘Chipping Norton Baptist Church, 1694–1944’, Baptist Quarterly 11 (1942–5), 282; 
Calamy Revised, ed. Matthews, 546. 
149 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 125/1/20; 35/3/37; 9/2/36; TNA, PROB 11/588/176; PROB 11/590/225; 
PROB 11/735/421. 
150 TNA, PROB 11/512/405. 
151 H.E. Salter, ‘Rev. John Thorley, of Chipping Norton’, OAS Rep. 82 (1936), 132. 
152 OHC, Cal. QS, VIII, 806–7; Rollinson, ‘Chipping Norton Baptist Church’, 284; Secker’s Visit. 44; 
below (relig. bldgs). 
153 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 155/1/18. 
154 Ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. d 558, f. 148v.; Rollinson, ‘Chipping Norton Baptist Church’, 283. 
155 Rollinson, ‘Chipping Norton Baptist Church’, 283–4; OHC, Chipping Norton Baptist reg. transcript; 
ibid. MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 561, f. 141v.; d 564, f. 116v.; c 327, p. 99; TNA, PROB 11/1385/124. 
156 Besse, Sufferings, 566, 573; Bp Fell and Nonconf. 62 (mentioning a visit by Mary Clark c.1656); R. 
Mann, ‘The Quakers in Chipping Norton’ (2002), 2–3: typescript in OHC. 
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built, with a burial ground adjoining.157 Tidmarsh was also a trustee of a charity for poor 

Quakers endowed with £20 in 1705 by the glover Thomas Hough.158 In 1738 the vicar 

reckoned that there were c.18 Quaker families in the town, but claimed (as with the 

Presbyterians) that their numbers had ‘manifestly decreased’ in recent years.159 The meeting 

nevertheless continued to attract support, the mercer Henry Clark (d. 1751) leaving £20 

capital to maintain the meeting house and support the poor, and the maltster Staple Franklin 

(d. 1752) leaving £10.160 By the 1760s the vicar accepted that their numbers were 

increasing, with a congregation of 30–40 attending the meeting house on Sundays and 

Fridays; their behaviour towards him was rather grudgingly described as ‘respectable’, and 

though they paid only burial fees he thought it not worth the expense of trying to exact any 

other church dues.161 The Charlbury Quaker William Jones was a regular visitor in the 

1780s,162 and in 1798 the churchwardens reported that the town’s schoolmaster John King 

had converted to Quakerism and was refusing to teach the church catechism.163 

 A Methodist teacher visited Over Norton by 1774, and in 1796 a Wesleyan Methodist 

chapel was built in the town on Diston’s Lane, serving a congregation of c.200 within a 

decade.164 In 1738 there were also seven families of Roman Catholics, ‘chiefly mechanicks’ 

from neighbouring villages to whom a priest ministered ‘for a short time’,165 and 30 years 

later there were c.13–16 resident Catholics from four or five families, including a maltster, 

two poor widows, and a recently arrived Irish chapman. Most worshipped probably at the 

chapel in neighbouring Heythrop maintained by the earls of Shrewsbury, whose priest visited 

Chipping Norton occasionally.166 Otherwise the town had no local provision, and in 1754 

anti-Catholic feeling contributed to an election riot there.167 

 

 

 

 

 
157 OHC, NQ3/1/D4/1–2; NQ3/1/D4/4; ibid. Cal. QS, VIII, 803; Mann, ‘Quakers in Chipping Norton’, 5, 
8, 12, 16. 
158 TNA, PROB 11/480/242. 
159 Secker’s Visit. 44. 
160 TNA, PROB 11/788/121; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 128/3/7; Mann, ‘Quakers in Chipping Norton’, 9–
10. 
161 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 558, f. 149; d 561, f. 142; c 327, p. 99. 
162 H. Jones (ed.), The Life and Times of a Charlbury Quaker: The Journals of William Jones, 1784–
1818 (ORS 69, 2014), 15–16 and passim. 
163 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 61, f. 64. 
164 Ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. c 327, p. 275; Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; below (relig. bldgs); Over Norton, 
relig. hist. 
165 Secker’s Visit. 44. 
166 Retn Papists 1767, 114; OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 558, f. 148v.; d 561, f. 141v.; d 564, f. 116v.; c 
327, p. 99. 
167 Oxf. Jnl, 9 Feb., 16 Mar. 1754; above, social hist. (18th-cent.). 
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The 19th to 21st Centuries 

 

In the 19th century the three existing Dissenting chapels were rebuilt to accommodate larger 

congregations: the Quaker meeting house in 1804, the Baptist chapel in 1862–3, and a 

replacement Wesleyan Methodist church in 1867–8. The Wesleyans’ former chapel on 

Diston’s Lane was taken over by Primitive Methodists, while new denominations occupying 

temporary premises included Particular Baptists, Plymouth Brethren, and Calvinists. A 

Roman Catholic church was built in 1835–6 and a Salvation Army hall in 1888–9,168 and by 

the early 1850s two fifths of the population were reckoned to be Dissenters, the combined 

attendance at Nonconformist and Roman Catholic Sunday services probably exceeding 800 

people. By contrast c.400 people worshipped at the parish church on Sunday mornings, and 

c.500 in the afternoon.169 Cooperation amongst the area’s Nonconformists was encouraged 

by the North Cotswold Free Church Council, founded in 1894.170 

 

 

 

 

 
168 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 256–7; below (Nonconf. from 1800; relig. bldgs). 
169 Ch. and Chapel, 1851, pp. 24–5; Wilb. Visit. 36. 
170 e.g. Oxon. Weekly News, 1 Nov. 1922. 

The former Wesleyan Methodist chapel, taken over 
by Primitive Methodists in 1868: OHC, POX0190547. 
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 The town’s Anglican clergy faced vigorous opposition to any High-Church or Anglo-

Catholic tendencies until the early 20th century, after which religious tensions eased. As 

elsewhere, both church and chapel attendance fell thereafter, and several places of worship 

closed; even so almost two thirds of the town’s population identified as Christian in 2011, 

with only a quarter of no religion, and less than 2 per cent of other faiths.171 From 2001 the 

parish church was the focus of a large team ministry which straddled the county boundary, 

taking in nine surrounding parishes,172 and the long-standing Baptist, Methodist, and Roman 

Catholic communities also continued, drawing support from both town and countryside.173 A 

Community church was established in the 1980s (meeting in 2021 at the town’s Glyme Hall), 

while a congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses was based at Middle Row.174 A small Muslim 

community worshipped at the town hall, a 2013 proposal to open a designated prayer room 

having been withdrawn following objections and an anonymous arson threat.175 

 

Anglicanism from 1800  Richard Skillern (vicar 1808–35) was non-resident until the early 

1820s, employing curates who included (until 1819) the curate of neighbouring Cornwell, 

Thomas Floyer Wickes. Skillern’s absence was due partly to his mastership of St Mary de 

Crypt school in Gloucester, but also to the dereliction of the vicarage house, which he rebuilt 

at his own expense;176 even after he moved there he continued to employ the grammar 

school master Samuel Leigh as curate.177 Skillern also undertook the rebuilding of the 

church tower, which (despite parishioners’ protests) was declared unsafe in 1815–16, taken 

down the following year, and rebuilt in 1821–5 incorporating an expanded ring of bells, the 

overall cost met by a £700 loan.178 By the 1830s Skillern’s infirmity meant that he relied 

increasingly on Leigh and on Leigh’s successor George Bellamy,179 and in 1835 he was 

succeeded as vicar by the 25-year-old Ellis Bowden Were, who assumed responsibility for 

the town’s new union workhouse chapel and (in 1839–41) oversaw the parish church’s first 

 
171 Census, 2011 (excl. Over Norton); Buddhists comprised 0.6% and Muslims 0.5%, while 7.6% 
refused to specify. 
172 Or ten incl. the former Over Norton township: above (paroch. organizn). Those outside Oxfordshire 
were Little Compton (Warws.) and Daylesford (Glos.). 
173 For the area served by the Catholic church, http://holytrinityrc-chippingnorton.com/our-parish/ 
(accessed May 2021). 
174 http://chippingnorton.occ.org.uk (accessed May 2021); Char. Com. website, no. 1065259. 
175 Chipping Norton News, no. 354 (Feb. 2013), 6; no. 355 (Mar. 2013), 3, 6; 
www.mosquedirectory.co.uk (accessed Nov. 2021). 
176 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 549, p. 141; b 29, ff. 94v.–95; b 32, ff. 83v.–84; b 8, ff. 125v.–133v.; above 
(vicarage ho.). 
177 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. b 8, ff. 132, 133v.; d 580, f. 67v.; for Leigh, cf. below, Gt Rollright, relig. hist. 
(relig. life). 
178 OHC, MSS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. b 23, ff. 230–6; c 61, ff. 91–105; ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. c 2166, no. 8b; 
ibid. PAR64/2/A1/1; PAR64/4/F1/1; Ch. Bells Oxon. I, 91; below (relig. bldgs: par. ch.). 
179 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. b 38, ff. 59–60; b 39, ff. 89–90; cf. Kirtland, Memorials, 37–8, 40 
(recollections). 
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major restoration, including re-pewing. Like his successors, Bowden Were resided, but 

departed after only six years.180 

 Robey Eldridge (vicar 1841–50) was judged by Bishop Wilberforce to be Low-Church 

and ‘long-sermoned’, ‘beloved by [the] poor’, and ‘respectable’, though ‘worn down’ and not 

up to his situation.181 The Low-Church tone was applauded by William Dawkins of Over 

Norton House, who virulently opposed any hint of ‘popish’ practice, and in 1856 complained 

bitterly at recent changes to the chancel made by the ‘half-Russian’ vicar Alexander 

Whishaw (1850–66).182 Whishaw put his ‘whole heart in his work’ and chanted the litany 

beautifully, though perhaps mindful of Dawkins’ attitude and widespread local Dissent he 

dismissed a curate who allegedly harboured ‘Roman’ views.183 By 1860 the vicar was 

assisted by two curates, but the living’s poverty prompted him to consider leaving and he 

finally resigned five years later.184 His successor Francis Harris (vicar 1866–86) made a 

renewed attempt to restore the church in 1876–8, reawakening concerns at a perceived shift 

towards a more ‘ceremonial religion’, and in 1885 one inhabitant questioned the vicar’s 

orthodoxy, claiming that though he posed as an evangelical while fundraising, the restored 

church provided the setting for a ‘miserable and senseless burlesque’ of Catholic 

practices.185 

Godfrey Littledale (vicar 1886–1915) also faced criticisms of favouring High Church 

ritual, which (orchestrated by Dawkins) reached a crescendo in the 1890s when proposed 

alterations to church furnishings, particularly in the chancel, were condemned as ‘assaults 

upon the Protestant faith’ and an ‘unauthorized introduction of popish emblems’.186 As Over 

Norton’s chief landowner Dawkins was able to prevent Littledale from holding Anglican 

services in the schoolroom there, allowing Wesleyan Methodist worship instead;187 in the 

town itself, however, steady church attendance and successful fundraising for church 

improvements suggest that Littledale enjoyed widespread support. Memorial stained-glass 

windows continued to be added, a cracked bell was recast in 1889 (by Henry Bond of 

Burford), and in 1907 the whole ring was recast by Mears & Stainbank of Whitechapel, 

although controversies arose over a re-used medieval altar slab and the later donation of a 

 
180 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. b 41, ff. 65–6; Alum. Oxon. 1715–1886, IV, 1525; below (relig. bldgs: par. 
ch.). 
181 Wilb. Dioc. Bks, 10. 
182 Oxf. Jnl, 9 Aug. 1856. Whishaw’s father lived in St Petersburg: Alum. Oxon. 1715–1886, IV, 1536. 
183 Wilb. Dioc. Bks, 152. 
184 Ibid.; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 180, f. 276. 
185 Oxon. Weekly News, 9 May 1877, 15 July 1885; Oxf. Chron. 8 Aug. 1885; below (relig. bldgs: par. 
ch.). 
186 Oxf. Times, 30 Apr. 1887; Oxon. Weekly News, 23 Sept. 1891; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1772; below, 
relig. bldgs. (par. ch.). 
187 Below, Over Norton, relig. hist. 
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litany desk (which was set aside).188 By 1906 church services were notably Low in tone, with 

no use of incense, ornaments, or images, no invocations to the Virgin Mary, and no 

reservation of the sacrament.189 Littledale’s relations with Dawkins had by then improved,190 

and previous opposition to the lengthening of the communion table was withdrawn.191 

Following a common pattern, the number of church services increased during the 

19th century. Skillern continued the practice (then unusual in Oxfordshire) of preaching twice 

on Sundays,192 and celebrated Holy Communion four times a year, attracting c.150 

communicants by the 1820s. Morning prayer was introduced on saints’ days,193 and from 

1835 there were additional services in the workhouse chapel,194 while at the church a third 

Sunday service, a daily morning service, and monthly communion were added by the 

1850s.195 Before 1869 Harris initiated regular afternoon worship in Over Norton’s 

schoolroom,196 dropping one of the Chipping Norton services to accommodate it, but 

introducing weekly communion,197 while worship was enhanced by the installation of a new 

organ in 1856 (replacing one of c.1840),198 and by the church’s restoration in 1877–8, which 

(despite protests led by Dawkins) substituted open seating for older high-backed pews.199 

The later temporary cessation of Anglican services in Over Norton enabled Littledale to 

reinstate the third Sunday service at the parish church, and to add a fourth, while an 

unlicensed mission room was established on the Common by the 1890s, initially in a private 

house and from 1900 in a purpose-built corrugated-iron hall, probably marking a fresh 

attempt to win over Dissenters.200 

Church attendance was considered satisfactory by most vicars, especially in the 

evening, although overall numbers fell from c.700 in 1831 (c.30 per cent of the town’s 

population) to c.500 by the 1860s (c.15 per cent of the population).201 In 1834 Skillern 

thought that only 800 could be ‘conveniently accommodated with sittings’, and the ill feeling 

 
188 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 359, ff. 101–2; c 362, ff. 99–100; c 365, ff. 100–1; c 1771, faculties; Ch. 
Bells Oxon. I, 90–1; Oxon. Weekly News, 10 July 1889, 18 July 1906; below, relig. bldgs. (par. ch.). 
189 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 371, ff. 93v.–94. 
190 Cf. below, Over Norton, relig. hist. 
191 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 368, f. 96; cf. below (relig. bldgs: par. ch.). 
192 D. McClatchey, Oxfordshire Clergy 1777–1869 (1960), 80, 82. 
193 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 576, f. 73v.; d 580, f. 67v.; b 38, f. 59v. 
194 Ibid. b 41, ff. 65–6. 
195 Wilb. Visit. 35; OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 179, f. 109v.; d 180, f. 276v. 
196 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 332, f. 127v.; c 335, f. 87v.; below, Over Norton, relig. hist. 
197 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 338, f. 104v.; c 344, f. 101v. 
198 Oxf. Jnl, 2, 9 Aug. 1856; Lascelles’ Dir. Oxon. (1853); PO Dir. Oxon. (1864). 
199 Oxon. Weekly News, 9 May, 20 June 1877; Banbury Guardian, 29 Aug. 1878; Oxf. Jnl, 2 Nov. 
1878; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1771. Dawkins objected to the cost, claiming the c.1840 pews remained 
adequate. 
200 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 353, f. 97v.; c 356, f. 103v.; c 359, f. 101v.; c 362, f. 99v.; c 368, f. 95v.; 
Oxf. Jnl, 19 Aug. 1899, 3 Mar. 1900; Oxon. Weekly News, 18 Oct. 1899, 7 Feb. 1900, 5 Mar. 1919; 
illust. (1920s) in OHC, POX0191579. 
201 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. b 38, f. 59v.; d 180, f. 276v.; c 332, f. 127v.; Ch. and Chapel, 1851, p. 24. 
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generated by private pews persisted until the 1870s, driving some parishioners away.202 

Harris reported increased attendance following the introduction of open seating,203 although 

by then the long-standing challenge of Dissent had been magnified by the support of major 

employers such as the cloth manufacturer and Baptist William Bliss (d. 1883).204 Other 

pastoral difficulties included turnover amongst the labouring population, many of whom 

allegedly preferred the beerhouse to church attendance,205 while in the 1830s Bowden Were 

reported the congregation’s dislike of lengthy services, prompting him to hold baptisms 

separately.206 Full-time shop or factory employment undermined attendance at evening 

classes,207 although regular catechizing took place in the Sunday school (re-established by 

1814) and later in church,208 supplemented by bible classes by the 1880s.209 

In the early 1900s Littledale completed the almost continuous church restoration 

begun in 1876–8, paid for by constant fundraising.210 A new organ (costing over £1,000) was 

installed in 1911, and in 1915 Littledale donated a chalice, paten, and bread-box,211 his 29 

years’ service remaining unmatched during the 20th century despite some long 

incumbencies.212 His successor Henry Arkell (vicar 1915–39) reported initially high 

attendances during the First World War, followed by a falling off and intensified social 

problems as the war progressed; children’s services remained well attended, however, and 

the introduction of a monthly choral celebration increased the number of communicants, 

while attempts were made to overcome sectarian divisions.213 In 1919 Arkell encouraged the 

establishment of a non-denominational social centre by the evangelical Church Army, and a 

similar Brotherhood movement was started in 1924.214 A war memorial chapel incorporating 

a commemorative stone tablet was created at the south aisle’s east end in 1920 (the names 

of those killed in the Second World War being added in 1947),215 and in 1928 American 

descendants of the Avery or Averill family paid for a memorial plaque in the north aisle to 

Edward (d. 1617) and his son William, accompanied by a new altar.216 An aumbry for the 

reservation of the sacrament was added there in 1941, suggesting renewed High-Church 

 
202 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. b 39, f. 89v.; c 332, f. 127v.; c 335, ff. 87v.–88; c 338, f. 105. 
203 Ibid. c 347, f. 109v.; c 350, f. 92v. 
204 Ibid. d 180, f. 277; Wilb. Visit. 36. 
205 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 335, f. 88; c 338, f. 104v.; c 344, f. 101v. 
206 Ibid. b 41, ff. 65–6. 
207 Ibid. c 341, f. 121; c 350, f. 93; d 179, f. 110; Wilb. Visit. 36. 
208 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 574, f. 78v.; c 338, f. 104v.; c 350, f. 92v.; c 356, f. 103v. 
209 Ibid. c 353, f. 97v.; c 356, f. 103v.; c 359, f. 101v. 
210 Ibid. c 350, f. 93; c 359, f. 102; ibid. PAR64/4/F1/1; below (relig. bldgs: par. ch.). 
211 Oxf. Jnl, 26 July 1911; Evans, Ch. Plate, 39. 
212 e.g. Hen. Arkell (below), Kenneth Thomas (1940–58), Thos Wharton (1965–86). 
213 Gore’s Visit. 389–90; cf. above, social hist. (educ.). 
214 Oxon. Weekly News, 29 Oct., 5 Nov. 1919, 16 Jan. 1924; Banbury Advertiser, 29 Dec. 1927. 
215 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1771, faculties; Oxon. Weekly News, 7 July 1920. 
216 OHC, PAR64/11/L1/2; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1931). Wm emigrated to America c.1635. 
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tendencies, and the litany desk was later restored, while gifts in the 1940s–50s included 

lecterns, candlesticks, and stained glass.217 

A temporary union with Heythrop (1924–64) anticipated the wider reorganization of 

2001, which created a team ministry. The vicar Stephen Weston (1996–2013) became team 

rector, assisted by the vicar of Kingham, two other clergy, a curate, and three lay 

ministers.218 The benefice served as a designated training parish for curates in the 1990s, 

when there were three Sunday services, and efforts were made to ‘accommodate all 

preferences’ from High Church to Nonconformist.219 Continued improvements to the church 

fabric included a reordering of the nave in 2001–3 and provision of new public and clergy 

facilities in 2010–11,220 average Sunday attendance increasing to c.160 by 2018.221 

 

Nonconformity from 1800  The Baptists and Wesleyan Methodists remained by far the 

largest Nonconformist groups throughout the 19th century, the Baptist pastor’s claim in 1854 

that the number of Wesleyans was ‘exaggerated’ suggesting some rivalry between them.222 

Relations were cordial nonetheless, and when the Baptist chapel was enlarged in 1816–17 

the Wesleyans provided temporary accommodation. William Gray (Baptist pastor 1809–25) 

raised c.£2,000 for the extension work, the chapel being reportedly so crowded on Sunday 

afternoons that ‘many persons cannot obtain a place’;223 like his successors he was usually 

resident, and the congregation continued to increase, drawing support from the town and 

surrounding villages.224 By the 1850s services were held on Sunday morning and afternoon 

and on Thursday evening, and by 1851 c.300 people attended, the chapel providing 215 

appropriated and 83 free seats, and a gallery for 120 Sunday scholars.225 The pastor at that 

time was Thomas Bliss (1846–54), who was probably a cousin of the tweed-factory owner 

William Bliss: the latter, as one of the town’s chief employers, reportedly put a ‘positive 

premium on Dissent’ by preferring employees of his own denomination,226 and contributed 

generously to the Baptist chapel’s rebuilding in 1862–3 and to the provision of a new organ 

in 1873. By then attendances were falling, perhaps partly reflecting several short and 

 
217 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1771, faculties. 
218 Oxf. Dioc. Year Book (2009), 65; above (paroch. organizn). 
219 ‘Profile of the parish of St Mary the Virgin Chipping Norton’ [1995], 6–9: copy in OHC. 
220 Below (relig. bldgs: par. ch.). 
221 https://www.oxford.anglican.org/content/parish_dashboards/2018/2018_270071_sfm.pdf 
(accessed May 2021). Figs incl. Over Norton chapel. 
222 Wilb. Visit. 36. 
223 F.H. Rollinson, ‘Chipping Norton Baptist Church, 1694–1944’, Baptist Quarterly 11 (1942–5), 284–
5; Baptist Mag. 9 (1817), 319. 
224 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 578, f. 67v.; d 580, f. 67v.; ibid. Chipping Norton Baptist reg. transcript; 
Pigot’s Nat. & Comm. Dir. (1830); TNA, HO 107/879 (Geo. Stonehouse, Church St). 
225 Lascelles’ Dir. Oxon. (1853); Ch. and Chapel, 1851, p. 25; cf. TNA, IR 58/65151, no. 1113 (c.450 
seats in 1910). 
226 S. Coleman, ‘William Bliss of Chipping Norton’, Baptist Quarterly 45 (2013), 45; Wilb. Visit. 36. 
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unsuccessful ministries following Thomas Bliss’s departure. The pattern was broken by the 

long-serving Thomas Bentley (pastor 1869–96), to whom a memorial tablet was erected in 

1906.227 

 

   

 

 

 The Wesleyan Methodists numbered 200 in 1805 according to the vicar, although the 

baptismal register suggests that much of the group’s support in the 1810s–30s came from 

surrounding parishes, prompting Chipping Norton’s Methodist minister to license meeting 

houses at Sibford and Wigginton.228 Those and several other chapels formed part of the 

Chipping Norton Wesleyan Methodist circuit, which held an annual meeting in the town on 

Whit Monday.229 The chapel built in 1796 accommodated 200 appropriated and 120 free 

seats, and in 1851 270 people (including 120 Sunday scholars) attended on Sunday 

morning and 280 in the evening. An afternoon service recently introduced by the minister 

Samuel Cooke was less well attended, and was later dropped.230 In 1867–8 an imposing 

new chapel was built on West Street at a cost of £1,560, although the existing burial ground 

 
227 Coleman, ‘William Bliss’, 43–4, 46; Oxon. Weekly News, 11 Apr. 1906. For bldg, below (relig. 
bldgs). 
228 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 568, f. 89; ibid. Chipping Norton Wesleyan reg. transcript; VCH Oxon. IX, 
169; X, 257. 
229 e.g. Oxon. Weekly News, 15 June 1881. For the circuit’s archive, OHC, NM1/A. 
230 Ch. and Chapel, 1851, p. 24. 

Baptist chapel of 1862-3 (left) and Wesleyan Methodist chapel of 1867-8 (right). 
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on Diston’s Lane continued in use. Most of the money was raised locally, with the choir 

raising additional funds for a new organ.231 Further improvements were made in 1890,232 

when two resident ministers held services twice on Sundays and on Thursday evenings.233 A 

band of hope and ladies’ sewing society were also established.234 

 Among the older-established sects, the Quakers benefited least from the 19th-

century religious revival. The meeting house in New Street was rebuilt in 1804, when 

provision was made for a women’s meeting at the rear; its capacity was 550, but in 1851 

only 15 attended in the morning and 13 in the afternoon, and three years later the vicar 

judged it ‘almost empty’.235 The meeting continued to draw support from neighbouring 

parishes including Charlbury and Kingham, though membership in the town itself was 

distinctly middle-class, the half dozen or so families regularly attending including those of a 

‘manufacturer’, banker, watchmaker, maltster, and chemist. Their prosperity presumably 

weakened the meeting’s earlier radicalism, perhaps contributing to its decline.236 Meetings 

were held twice on Sundays, but by the early 20th century numbers had fallen to just 12, and 

the meeting house closed in 1910. The adjoining graveyard remained in use until 1925.237 

 Several other Nonconformist groups were established in the town during the 19th 

century, attracting considerable (if relatively short-lived) support. In 1817 the Wesleyan 

Methodist minister Samuel Lear obtained three separate meeting-house licences for 

properties at Towns End, West End, and behind the guildhall, presumably for small-scale 

meetings distinct from the Wesleyan chapel, while in 1839 a Kingham man obtained a 

licence for Dissenting worship in a room in Chipping Norton occupied by a cordwainer.238 

Particular Baptists met by 1851 in a room seating 80 people, and were served by a minister 

from Stow-on-the-Wold (Glos.);239 possibly they were synonymous with the Antinomians 

mentioned in the 1840s–50s,240 or with a Calvinist group meeting in West Street by the 

1870s, while around the same time another temporary meeting house (in Finsbury Place) 

was occupied by Plymouth Brethren.241 Primitive Methodists were established by the 1850s, 

worshipping in temporary premises including a barn and the town hall until, in 1868, they 

 
231 Oxf. Chron. 15 June 1867, 1 Feb., 11 Apr. 1868; Oxon. Weekly News, 11 Sept. 1872; below (relig. 
bldgs). 
232 Oxon. Weekly News, 20 Oct. 1875, 23 Apr. 1890. 
233 Jos. Bailey and Job Gilbert: Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1891); cf. ibid. (1883) mentioning an additional 
Mon. evening service. 
234 Oxon. Weekly News, 23 July 1884, 19 Sept. 1888. 
235 Ch. and Chapel, 1851, p. 25; Wilb. Visit. 36; R. Mann, ‘The Quakers in Chipping Norton’ (2002), 
12–13: typescript in OHC; below (relig. bldgs). 
236 Mann, ‘Quakers in Chipping Norton’, 13–22. 
237 Ibid. 15–16; OHC, NQ3/7/A1/2; Lascelles’ Dir. Oxon. (1853); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883). 
238 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 644, ff. 178–9, 190; c 646, f. 101. 
239 Ch. and Chapel, 1851, p. 25. 
240 PO Dir. Oxon. (1847); Lascelles’ Dir. Oxon. (1853); Wilb. Visit. 36. 
241 Harrod’s Dir. Oxon. (1876); cf. OHC, Far. XLVI/7 (1881). 
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purchased the Wesleyan chapel on Diston’s Lane.242 A harmonium was installed there in 

1879, and by the 1880s a resident minister held services twice on Sundays and on 

Wednesday evenings,243 besides encouraging the group’s Sunday school, choir, and brass 

band.244 The Salvation Army visited Chipping Norton in 1887 (meeting at the town hall and in 

a room at the Fox inn), and work began the following year on a permanent hall (completed in 

1889) in Spring Street, where three Sunday services and a daily evening service were held. 

Its opening provoked a brief period of controversy and antagonism, stirred up by individuals 

hostile to the Army’s activities.245 

 Holy Trinity Roman Catholic church and churchyard were opened at Rock Hill in 

1836, despite the fact that only a single family of Roman Catholics was mentioned in the 

town in the 1820s–30s. The land was bought by Patrick Heffernan, the Catholic priest of 

Heythrop since 1824, and labour and materials were supplied from Heythrop, the £5,000 

cost met largely by Mary Bowdon of Radford (in Enstone).246 The first priest (John Mitchell) 

was appointed in 1837, occupying a presbytery adjoining the church, and by 1851 Sunday 

morning attendance was 127 with 100 in the evening, accommodated in 80 appropriated 

and 80 free seats.247 The Turvilles, lords of nearby Idbury, endowed the church with £9 a 

year, though financial mismanagement under John Abbot (priest 1853–79) led to the 

building’s dilapidation, and in 1887 a fire damaged the choir gallery. The following year 

Samuel Sole (priest 1879–1920) restored and enlarged the church at a cost of £1,150 raised 

by subscription, installing heating for the first time, and repositioning the organ. Vestments 

and fittings were also provided, and redecoration in 1897–8 included oil paintings of the 

Stations of the Cross on the nave walls.248 Despite ongoing financial difficulties Sole 

remained committed to educational and missionary activities, rebuilding the church school 

and opening a place of worship at Chadlington.249 

 Like the Anglican church, the Dissenting and Roman Catholic congregations suffered 

declining attendance during the 20th century. Closure of the Quaker meeting house in 1910 

was followed by that of the Primitive Methodist chapel in 1932 (prompted by that year’s 

 
242 Lascelles’ Dir. Oxon. (1853); OHC, NM1/7/F7/1; ibid. BOR1/5/A1/4, s.a. 1868; CNM, summary of 
deeds for 1–3 Market Street and Victoria Place; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1891), mistakenly giving 1865. 
243 Oxf. Times, 8 Nov. 1879; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883). 
244 Oxon. Weekly News, 9 June 1875, 24 May 1893; Banbury Advertiser, 6 Aug. 1896. 
245 Oxf. Times, 30 Apr. 1887, 15 June, 27 July, 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Aug. 1889; Oxon. Weekly News, 29 
May 1889; Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1891). 
246 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 580, f. 67; b 39, f. 90; B. Stapleton, History of the Post-Reformation 
Catholic Missions in Oxfordshire (1906), 150–4; Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Chipping Norton, 1836–
2008 (2008), 3–4: copy in OHC; Witts Diary, V, 164 (reporting progress in 1835); below (relig. bldgs). 
For a memorial to Bowdon, Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 310. 
247 Ch. and Chapel, 1851, p. 24; Stapleton, Hist. Cath. Missions, 154–5. 
248 Stapleton, Hist. Cath. Missions, 154–5; Holy Trinity, 5–8; Oxon. Weekly News, 5 Dec. 1888, 14 
Dec. 1898; below (relig. bldgs). For the Turvilles, VCH Oxon. XIX, 347–8, 362. 
249 Stapleton, Hist. Cath. Missions, 155–6; Holy Trinity, 6, 8–9; above, social hist. (educ.). 
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Methodist Union), and of the Salvation Army hall in 1962,250 and though the other 

denominations continued in the early 21st century they experienced fluctuating fortunes. 

Turnover of Methodist ministers was high in the 1900s–30s, although a flourishing Wesley 

Guild was established for young people, and Methodist Sunday schools and bible classes 

continued.251 The church formed part of the Chipping Norton and Stow circuit from 1923 and 

of the West Oxfordshire circuit from 2020, weekly attendance in 2019 averaging c.45 out of a 

membership of 79; that represented a fall of more than a third since 2013,252 and by then the 

minister served a group of churches including Charlbury, Churchill, Stonesfield, and 

Witney.253 The Baptist church acquired a new organ (funded by donations) as a First World 

War memorial,254 and its Sunday school retained c.100 pupils in the 1930s, when it was a 

prominent member of the long-standing Cotswold Sunday School Union.255 In 2009 the 

Baptist church’s dereliction forced the remaining congregation of c.35 to meet in the town’s 

Highlands Day Centre, however, until the site’s partial redevelopment for housing enabled 

the building’s reopening (with reduced accommodation) in 2016.256 The Roman Catholic 

church was served by Jesuits from 1969 until the appointment, in 2009, of the Benedictine 

former bishop of Menevia (Wales) Mark Jabalé. By then its parish contained an estimated 

650 baptized Catholics of whom c.150 attended regularly, most of them drawn from villages 

around the town.257 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
250 OHC, NM1/6; www.thewychwood.co.uk/wpress/?page_id=2217 (accessed Dec. 2021). 
251 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1903–39 edns); Oxon. Weekly News, 28 Oct. 1903, 10 Aug. 1904, 3 July 1912, 
24 May 1922, 24 Nov. 1926. 
252 Figs taken from https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/statistics-for-mission/ (accessed June 
2021). 
253 www.witneyfaringdoncircuit.org.uk (accessed June 2021). 
254 Oxon. Weekly News, 22 Oct. 1924; G. Forse, Chipping Norton Baptist Church in Pictures (2008): 
copy in OHC. 
255 Oxon. Weekly News, 28 June 1922; Banbury Advertiser, 28 Jan 1932; Gloucestershire Echo, 11 
Apr. 1936. 
256 WODC online planning docs, 14/0694/P/FP; Oxf. Mail, 17 July 2014; Chipping Norton News, no. 
388 (June 2016), 9; below (relig. bldgs). 
257 Holy Trinity, 13, 17–18; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Jabalé (accessed June 2021). 
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Religious Buildings 

 

St Mary’s Parish Church258 

 

The parish church was established before the 1090s on a narrow terrace above the valley 

bottom, immediately south of the steep banks of the Norman castle, and below the later town 

on the hillside to its east. In its present form its large size and complex plan are of distinctly  

 

 

 

urban character, the spacious nave with its striking clerestory flanked by two aisles to the 

north and one to the south, and accompanied by a tall (but mostly rebuilt) west tower, an 

exceptional hexagonal south porch, and a chancel flanked by a north aisle or chapel 

abutting a two-storeyed eastward extension, which squares off the chancel’s north-east 

angle. Surviving medieval work is of the 13th, 14th, and (especially) 15th centuries, when the 

present light-filled interior was created. Later structural alterations were minor until the 19th 

century, when Henry Dawkins of Over Norton added a flimsily battlemented mausoleum at 

the north-west end (in 1800), the church tower was mostly taken down (in 1817) and rebuilt 

(in 1821–5), and two severe restorations were carried out (in 1839–41 and 1876–8). More 

 
258 The following account owes much to John Marshall, who commented on an earlier draft and 
accompanied a VCH site visit in July 2022. For other accts: Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 254–6; Sherwood, 
Oxon. Churches, 52–3; NHLE, no. 1052637; Parker, Eccl. Topog. no. 69; W. Hobart Bird, Old Oxon. 
Churches [1932], 57–9; R. Jeans, A Hist. of the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Chipping Norton (1987 
edn): copy in OHC. For early 19th-cent. illustrations: Bodl. MSS Top. Oxon. a 66, ff. 164–6; b 283, f. 
6; OHC, POX0067815–18; POX0076710. 

The parish church’s nave and north aisles. 
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sensitive restoration and conservation programmes followed in the late 20th and early 21st 

centuries. The fabric is chiefly a mixture of limestone rubble (partly squared and coursed) 

and ashlar, and the roofs are slated throughout. 

 

The church to c.1540  Though fragments of a wide tower arch embedded in the nave’s 

west wall have been interpreted as 12th-century, recent investigation suggests that the 

curvature is actually that of a later pointed Gothic arch, which was given a falsely simple and 

‘early’ appearance by the later hacking-back of its capitals and mouldings to provide a flat 

surface for plastering, perhaps in the 17th century.259 Otherwise, the earliest identifiable 

fabric is the chancel’s flat north-east buttress and north arcade (incorporating a round pillar 

and Early English stiff-leaf capital), suggesting that the chancel was rebuilt in the early 13th 

century presumably at the rector’s expense, along with its abutting north chapel.260 A single 

stiff-leaf capital at the east end of the outer north aisle’s arcade seems slightly later, and was 

conceivably associated with new building work in connection with the chantry of St Mary, 

established by the 1280s. That was originally housed at the altar of St James ‘erected in the 

old chapel of Norton’, however, referring apparently to a pre-existing (perhaps 12th-century) 

side chapel or aisle which was contrasted with the building’s newer parts.261  

 The high-quality south aisle (externally ashlar-faced) dates from the early 14th 

century, its magnificent six-light east window incorporating a large traceried wheel of 

exceptional quality; the later lowering of the roof pitch (to accommodate the nave’s 15th-

century clerestory) means that the window head now breaks through the parapet, 

however,262 making it seem over-large for its position, and perhaps encouraging the 

implausible tradition that it was brought from Bruern abbey on the latter’s dissolution in 

1536.263 The cresting of a reredos (probably contemporary with the aisle) survives beneath 

the window, with a piscina and tomb recess close by,264 and the aisle’s south windows are in 

comparable style, the south-eastern one containing seven radiating mouchettes.265 The 

north aisles, too, are probably 14th-century in origin, divided from each other by double-

chamfered arches on octagonal piers, and with a narrower sixth bay added on the west 

 
259 As pointed out by John Marshall (June 2022). Nicola Coldstream (pers. comm.) comments that the 
arch was too wide to support a substantial tower. 
260 The chapel may have had its own screen at an early date, respected by the half-arch at the E end 
of the later N aisle arcade: observation by John Marshall. 
261 Above (Middle Ages: chantries). No evidence has been found that the ‘old chapel’ was a separate 
building. 
262 Illust. (in 1826) in OHC, POX0067817. 
263 VCH Oxon. XIX, 301, 313. The tradition was current by c.1930: E.G. Davies, ‘Notes on the Church 
of S. Mary the Virgin Chipping Norton’ (c.1930), 3: copy in Bodl. GA Oxon. 8o 1920. 
264 A lost squint is suggested by an unexplained infilling of the external angle between the aisle and 
chancel: observation by John Marshall.  
265 Some tracery was sketched by J.M.W. Turner in 1798: Tate, D01896. The aisle’s W window may 
be 19th-century: Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 254. 
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some time before the nave’s 15th-century rebuilding.266 Other 14th-century changes 

included insertion of the chancel’s Decorated five-light east window with its complicated 

flowing tracery, a low stone parclose screen between the chancel and north chapel, and 

replacement windows in the north chapel itself, the later, more easterly window incorporating 

an ogee-headed image niche in its splay. The octagonal font is also 14th-century, with blind 

Decorated tracery on each face,267 and the tower, too, may have been remodelled. 

          

 

 

 The two-storeyed south porch (with an upper priest’s room accessed by stairs from 

the south aisle) was apparently built in two stages, work having perhaps been disrupted by 

the Black Death.268 The inner doorway and vaulting are contemporary with the south aisle, 

and are of comparable quality, while the hexagonal plan is exceptional, only two other 

English examples being known (in Bristol and Ludlow).269 The exterior features large 

stepped angle buttresses, a parapet with gargoyles and a sundial, and (in the north-west 

corner) a battlemented hexagonal turret with a bellcote, while the outer doorway, with three 

continuous orders of roll moulding, has a rectangular containing-arch with quatrefoils in the 

spandrels, similar to those in the later nave. The ground floor has two deeply splayed two-

 
266 The arcade’s westernmost freestanding column is different in style, and presumably an insertion. 
267 Illust. without a pedestal (1820s) in Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. a 66, f. 163. An ‘old font’ reportedly re-
used in a cottage may have been its short-lived 19th-cent. successor rather than an earlier medieval 
survival: below (since c.1540). 
268 Suggested by John Marshall on stylistic grounds (pers. comm.). 
269 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 254 n. 

The south aisle’s east window (left) and the south porch (right). 
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light windows under labels (the splay towards the churchyard entrance featuring decorative 

moulding), while the priest’s room is lit by three windows each of two cusped lights with a 

quatrefoil under a hoodmould. The ground-floor vaulting carries bosses carved as grinning 

demons and green men, while around the inner doorway a band of oversized ballflower is 

entwined in tendrils. 

 An ambitious mid 15th-century programme saw rebuilding of the nave arcades and 

chancel arch, addition of a clerestory, and replacement of the aisle roofs, whose shallower 

pitches allowed a raising of the eaves to accommodate the greater height of the new nave 

arches. The nave was apparently also slightly widened.270 Work was probably under way in 

1447–8, and continued during the 1450s under the direction of the master mason John 

Smyth (fl. 1429–60), who was influenced by the much earlier nave of Canterbury 

cathedral.271 Clustered slender shafts unbroken by capitals rise up to support an open timber 

roof, and separate an otherwise continuous band of clerestory glazing extending the length 

of the north and south walls, each side comprising four windows of five lights each. The 

clerestory culminates, as in several other Cotswold churches, in a seven-light window over 

the chancel arch, incorporating a delicate traceried rere-arch supported on a single central  

 

shaft, and flanked by ogee-canopied niches which presumably accommodated images 

removed at the Reformation.272 The windows’ panel tracery of cusped arches mirrors that of 

the wall arcade below, while the spandrels are decorated with large quatrefoils and trefoiled 

mouchettes. New access stairs to the rood loft were built into the thickness of the wall north 

 
270 As indicated by stonework at the north edge of the internal W wall: observation by John Marshall. 
271 Rosen and Cliffe, Making, 28, 34; J.H. Harvey, The Perpendicular Style (1978), 186. 
272 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 28–9, 254–5, 291. 

The nave as remodelled in the 15th 
century. 
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of the chancel arch, whose rebuilding had probably destroyed the earlier arrangement,273 

while broadly contemporary remodelling of the chancel (then Gloucester abbey’s 

responsibility) included new three-seat sedilia, a new piscina, and insertion of an unusual 

squint from the north chancel chapel, with three quatrefoils beneath three trefoiled lights, and 

a piscina in its sill on the chapel side. Externally, the 15th-century chancel parapet 

incorporates three large gargoyles on the south. The tower, too, was remodelled and 

probably heightened, its top (fourth) stage featuring two-light bell openings on all sides, and 

surmounted by battlements and corner pinnacles.274 

 Other 15th- and early 16th-century changes probably reflect establishment of new 

chantry chapels. Three ogee-canopied niches immediately north of the chancel arch, similar 

to a niche above them flanking the clerestory’s east window, may have formed the reredos 

of the Holy Trinity guild’s chantry chapel (founded in 1450),275 its other sides presumably 

enclosed by stone or wooden screens, and possibly covered by a stone or timber roof.276 A 

two-storeyed structure with a raised stone-vaulted crypt beneath277 was built onto the 

chancel chapel’s east end around the same time, lit by square-headed windows under 

hoodmoulds, and accessed through a now-blocked ogee-headed doorway from the chapel, 

and most likely providing accommodation for chantry priests. The chancel chapel itself was 

identified in the early 18th century with the Lady chapel, to which a parishioner left 40s. in 

1503, and where altar lights were maintained until the Reformation.278 Remodelling of the 

outer north aisle, including insertion of new windows with uncusped panel tracery, was 

associated apparently with an unidentified merchant, whose mark appears on an inserted 

Tudor arch at the aisle’s east end, and on an external hoodmould over the new east 

window.279 The aisle was also the site of the chapel of St John the Baptist, where the lord 

Richard Croft (d. 1502) requested burial, and where the elaborate tomb-chest 

commemorating him and his wife Anne (d. 1509) remained in the early 18th century.280 Now 

 
273 A separate high-level opening is physically unconnected, and perhaps linked lofts over the rood 
screen and over a screen at the chancel chapel’s W end. If so, how they were accessed from the 
ground is unclear. 
274 Illustrated before 19th-cent. rebuilding in OHC, POX0067815–18; Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. a 66, ff. 
164, 166. 
275 Above (Middle Ages: chantries); identification with the guild rests solely on its position and high 
quality, however. 
276 For a comparable surviving chapel in Burford church, A. Catchpole et al., Burford: Buildings and 
People in a Cotswold Town (2008), 81, 83, 154; there the guild chapel occupied a separate and much 
larger aisle, however. 
277 Springings of three of the vault ribs remain visible in corner pits within the modern ground floor. 
278 Par. Colln, I, 91 (also mentioning a brass there to John Ashfield (d. 1506) and his wife Margaret); 
TNA, PROB 11/13/458 (‘to the building of our Lady chapel’); OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 178.46 (‘to our 
lady light in her chapel’). 
279 Observation by John Marshall (July 2022). Similar uncusped tracery is a feature of Eton College, 
where the mason John Smyth also worked: J.A.A. Goodall, God’s House at Ewelme (2001), 16. 
280 TNA, PROB 11/13/180; Par. Colln, I, 91. 
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relocated to the chancel north chapel,281 it has carved on its front a pair of angels (their faces 

now destroyed) holding a shield, a seated bedesman, and a standing woman with rosaries, 

all under ogee-crocketed canopies, while the Crofts’ life-size alabaster effigies remain, with 

Richard in full armour.282 Brasses and window glass commemorating wealthy townspeople 

were also installed in the later 15th and early 16th century.283 

 

The church since c.1540  The medieval rood and other images were presumably removed 

at the Reformation, although parts of the rood loft remained visible in the early 19th century, 

along with a rood screen (possibly a post-medieval replacement) inscribed with the names of 

charitable benefactors.284 The nave’s ‘rudely carved’ oak roofing was described c.1819 as 

‘painted with numerous interspersed stars and other embellishments’, though whether that 

represented a medieval survival rather than a later painted ceiling is unclear.285 Some 

medieval glass survived c.1700,286 and a medieval stone altar slab inscribed with 

consecration crosses was later rediscovered in the vestry, having perhaps been used as 

paving.287 The lord Michael Chadwell repaired the chancel as lessee of the rectory estate in 

1584,288 and the family later claimed some right in the adjoining north chapel, which became 

known as Chadwell’s aisle.289 New monuments elsewhere included a large tomb-chest with 

recumbent effigies to Thomas Rickardes (d. 1579) and his wife Elizabeth, formerly in the 

south aisle.290  

 Later changes before the 19th century were relatively minor. A singing gallery at the 

nave’s west end (mentioned in 1724) was built probably in 1697,291 and 18th-century repairs 

were made to some windows and to the north aisle,292 while the Witts family built a vault in 

the chancel chapel c.1768.293 Provision of a new pulpit and the inscribing of the Creed, 

 
281 By c.1819: Brewer, Oxon. 495–6. 
282 Illustrated in Rosen and Cliffe, Making, 33. Surviving inscriptions record its repair in 1683 and 
1783. 
283 Oxon. Visit. 11–12; Par. Colln, I, 90–3; Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 256; P. Manning, ‘Notes on the 
Monumental Brasses in Chipping Norton Church’, Jnl of the Oxf. Univ. Brass-Rubbing Soc. I (1897), 
5, listing seven 15th-cent. and six 16th-cent. surviving brasses. 
284 Brewer, Oxon. 495; cf. Par. Colln, I, 92; OHC, PAR64/2/A1/1, s.a. 1773; TNA, PROB 11/1534/296 
(bequest of ‘handsome table’ of charities in chancel, 1812). 
285 Brewer, Oxon. 495. Some roof beams may have been replaced in 1612: Skelton, Antiq. Oxon. f. 
52v. (mentioning dated beam). 
286 Par. Colln, I, 92–4; cf. Oxon. Visit. 11–12. 
287 Below (this section). 
288 E.R. Brinkworth (ed.), Archdeacon’s Court Liber Actorum, 1584, I (ORS 23, 1942), 117; II (ORS 
24, 1946), 139. 
289 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 434, f. 66; c 454, f. 142. 
290 Par. Colln, I, 92; now in the chancel’s N chapel. 
291 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 104, f. 54 and v.; c 105, f. 3; c 454, f. 135; Eddershaw, Story, 61 (source 
unidentified). 
292 OHC, MSS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 61, f. 4; d 13, f. 13v.; ibid. PAR64/2/A1/1, s.a. 1745. The inner N 
aisle’s W window is possibly 17th-cent.: Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 254. 
293 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 434, ff. 65v.–66; c 454, f. 142; Witts Diary, III, 283. 
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Lord’s Prayer, and Ten Commandments on the walls were agreed in 1741–2, and in the 

1760s–70s the dean and chapter of Gloucester (as impropriators) bought glass and lead for 

the chancel.294 A few decades later the medieval font lay dirty and neglected, however, and 

was temporarily replaced by a smaller one ‘with no pretensions to beauty’.295 Two bells sold 

in the 1540s were replaced in the 1580s–90s,296 and c.1700 there was a ring of six, although 

in 1767 the ‘great bell’ was cracked and had to be recast.297  

 The ongoing erection of large private pews ‘obscured or wholly defaced’ several of 

the church’s older memorials by the early 19th century,298 and in 1800, perhaps partly for 

that reason as well as to express his elevated social status, Henry Dawkins of Over Norton 

House added a rectangular mausoleum to the church’s north-west corner, ashlar-built in 

Gothic Revival style, and ornamented with battlements, gables, corner pinnacles, and a 

heraldic shield and inscription.299 A huge pedimented wall memorial to the Dawkins family 

was set above its iron entrance door in the outer north aisle (thereafter often called the Over 

Norton aisle), flanked by additional (presumably reset) monuments including one to James 

Dawkins (d. 1766), decorated with a marble urn carved by the Greek-Revival architect 

Nicholas Revett.300 

 The tower was declared unsafe in 1815–16, and by 1817 it had been mostly 

dismantled,301 retaining its east and north walls as far as the nave roof.302 Rebuilding began 

in 1821, and despite an external date of 1823 (carved over a square-headed window in the 

west face), it was only finally completed two years later, probably re-using many of the 

original materials.303 The architect was John Hudson of Oxford, and the builders Meades & 

Sons of Chipping Norton.304 The new tower broadly resembled the old, except perhaps that 

its corner pinnacles were rather less slender, and its angled buttresses reached only to the 

tower’s third stage rather than to the battlements.305 A recess for a clock (on the south face) 

 
294 OHC, PAR64/2/A1/1, 20 Dec. 1741, 8 Aug. 1742; GA, D936/A31; D936/E233. 
295 Brewer, Oxon. 496–7; the replacement was perhaps the ‘old font’ later re-used in a cottage (E. 
Meades, Hist. Chipping Norton (1984 edn), 104). 
296 Above (Reformn to Restorn). 
297 Par. Colln, I, 90; OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 61, f. 28; ibid. PAR64/2/A1/1, 23 Oct. 1768 (recast 
by Matt. Bagley). 
298 Brewer, Oxon. 496; for pews, e.g. OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 434, ff. 2–3, 20v.–21; ibid. MS Oxf. Archd. 
Oxon. b 23, ff. 245v.–246; Witts Diary, III, 284 (mentioning pews ‘hoisted up on stilts’); above 
(Anglicanism 1660–1800). 
299 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 434, ff. 135v.–136; c 454, ff. 150, 152. For the family, below, Over Norton. 
300 H.M. Colvin, Biog. Dict. British Architects 1600–1840 (3rd edn, 1995), 802; ODNB, s.v. Nic. Revett; 
OHC, PAR64/2/A1/1, 6 May 1770. 
301 Above (Anglicanism from 1800). 
302 The nave’s W wall retains traces of the 15th-cent. roofline, while the tower’s N wall is thicker than 
the others: information from John Marshall (June 2022). 
303 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 61, ff. 100–5; Oxf. Jnl, 3 Sept. 1825. 
304 Colvin, Biog. Dict. Brit. Architects, 518; OHC, PAR64/4/F1/1. 
305 For the old and new towers, Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. a 66, ff. 164–6 (OHC, POX0122569–70; 
POX0122572); cf. Oxf. Jnl, 6 May 1826; Witts Diary, III, 282. 
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remained empty despite the church owning a clock in 1793,306 while a new ring of eight bells 

(by John Rudhall of Gloucester) replaced the earlier six.307 The south aisle’s oddly elongated 

west window may have been inserted at the same time.308 

 By 1838 the rest of the church was in ‘very bad repair’,309 and in 1839–41 the 

architect H.J. Underwood carried out an unsympathetic restoration. A new south gallery 

(partially blocking the aisle’s east window) was erected and new pews installed, increasing 

the available seating; the roofs were renewed and the rood screen removed; and the pre-

Reformation memorial brasses in the pavement were broken up and stored in a chest.310 

The changes were viewed favourably by the town’s Low-Church faction, which regarded with 

suspicion the vicar Alexander Whishaw’s later plans for the chancel’s restoration in 1856, 

including the laying of Minton encaustic tiles, repair and replacement of woodwork and 

stonework, and the building of a new pipe organ (by Henry Williams of Cheltenham) into the 

then vestry north of the chancel, which involved lowering the floor and destroying the stone-

vaulted crypt below.311 

The clerestory needed repair by 1869, though work began only in 1876 under E.G. 

Bruton, who replaced its glass and some stonework.312 Bruton also restored the porch, 

removing an external stone staircase which had probably been added during the 1839–41 

restoration, and reopening the priest’s room’s internal staircase.313 More thorough restoration 

was delayed by objections to the church’s reseating, but by 1878 (following a period of 

closure) new open seats were provided, the floors were repaved, and the west and south 

galleries dismantled. Plaster covering the medieval stonework was removed (revealing the 

15th-century niches north of the chancel arch, which were incorporated into a new stone 

pulpit), and new heating and lighting systems were installed. The builders were Messrs 

Cooper of Aylesbury and Hobbs of Chipping Norton.314 

 
306 C.F.C. Beeson, Clockmaking in Oxfordshire 1400–1850 (Banbury Hist. Soc. 4, 1962), 34. 
307 Ch. Bells Oxon. I, 91; Oxf. Jnl, 6 May 1826. They were recast by Mears & Stainbank in 1907: 
above (Anglicanism from 1800). 
308 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 254. 
309 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. b 41, ff. 65v.–66; ibid. PAR64/2/A1/1, 10 May 1839; cf. Witts Diary, III, 284; 
VI, 319, 339. 
310 Oxf. Jnl, 22 June 1839; Cheltenham Jnl, 16 Sept. 1839; LPL, ICBS 2536; ibid. CLARKE/1/2; OHC, 
MSS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 37, f. 249; ibid. PAR64/11/L2/1–4; Kirtland, Memorials, 35–6; Eddershaw, 
Story, 102. 
311 Oxf. Jnl, 2 and 9 Aug. 1856; OHC, PAR64/2/A1/1, s.a. 1856; ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. d 179, f. 110; 
Hobart Bird, Old Oxon. Churches, 57; above (Anglicanism from 1800). The crypt was earlier used as 
a charnel house: info. from John Marshall. 
312 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 335, f. 88; Reading Mercury, 8 Apr. 1876; Oxon. Weekly News, 12 Apr. 
1876. 
313 Oxf. Times, 20 May 1876; Banbury Guardian, 29 Aug. 1878; Oxf. Jnl, 2 Nov. 1878; Bodl. MS Top. 
Oxon. c 522, f. 32v. (illust. of porch with staircase in 1868); cf. ibid. a 66, f. 165 (without staircase in 
1825). 
314 Oxon. Weekly News, 9 May, 20 June 1877; Banbury Guardian, 29 Aug. 1878; Oxf. Jnl, 13 Apr., 2 
Nov. 1878; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1771, faculty. 
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Stained glass was added incrementally from the 1870s, the colourful east window of 

1875 (by Gibbs & Moore) being followed by others by such leading firms as Clayton & Bell 

and John Hardman & Co. A commemorative window of 1858 (by an ‘amateur’) was replaced 

in 1902.315 A mosaic marble pavement was laid in 1884–5 to designs by J.F. Ebner,316 while 

the pre-Reformation brasses (re-laid in 1861) were once again taken up, and by 1905 were 

mounted on oak boards and placed along the north aisle wall.317 Ongoing tensions between 

the parish’s High and Low-Church factions erupted in 1887 over the medieval altar slab 

found earlier in the vestry, which had been temporarily set up in the room over the porch, but 

which after protests was moved outside the church.318 Similar issues surfaced in 1891–3 

during the chancel’s restoration to designs by J.L. Pearson, particularly with regard to a 

proposed reredos.319 Less controversial alterations in the 1880s–90s included repairs to the 

south aisle and porch, to the bells, and to the churchyard gates and railings.320 

 A new, much larger pipe organ (by Porritt & Son of Leicester) was installed in 1911, 

the new console sited at the chancel chapel’s east end,321 and in 1920 the south aisle was 

reorganized as a war memorial chapel, with an inscribed tablet mounted on its south wall. 

Alterations were made to the chapel of St John the Baptist (in the outer north aisle) in 1928, 

and an aumbry was installed there in 1941;322 stained glass (by James Hogan) in the aisle’s 

east window commemorated Susan Chamberlayne (d. 1945), one of a prominent Chipping 

Norton family, and other inhabitants donated furnishings.323 Late 20th- and early 21st-

century improvements (supported by donations and fundraising) included a major restoration 

of the roof in the early 1990s and a reordering of the nave (involving construction of a raised 

floor) in 2001–3, while in 2010–11 a mezzanine floor was inserted in the tower to provide a 

first-floor vicar’s vestry and ground-floor public facilities, and at the church’s north-east end 

the defunct organ was removed to accommodate a first-floor meeting room (The Trinity 

 
315 Oxon. Weekly News, 18 Mar. 1874, 31 Mar. 1875, 19 Feb., 1 Oct. 1879, 16 Sept. 1891, 10 Jan. 
1894, 4 Dec. 1901, 23 July 1902; Banbury Guardian, 5 Apr. 1877; Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 255 
(mistakenly attributing the N chapel’s NE window by Lavers, Barraud & Westlake to T.W. Camm). Cf. 
Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883–95 edns), mentioning stained glass above the chancel arch probably in error. 
316 OHC, PAR64/11/C1/1; Berks. Chron. 24 Jan. 1885; for associated religious controversies, above 
(Anglicanism from 1800). 
317 Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. e 572, p. 10; Oxon. Weekly News, 5 Apr. 1899; OAS Rep. 49 (1905), 8; 
Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1907); H.A. Evans, Highways and Byways in Oxford and the Cotswolds (1927 
edn), 381. Ledger stones were also removed: below. 
318 Oxf. Times, 30 Apr. 1887; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1771, faculty; ibid. PAR64/11/C1/10; above 
(Anglicanism from 1800). Now reset against the N aisle wall: below. 
319 Oxon. Weekly News, 23 Sept. 1891, 27 Apr. 1892; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1771, faculty; ibid. 
PAR64/11/C1/2–3.  
320 OHC, PAR64/4/F1/1; PAR64/11/C1/7; PAR64/11/F1/1–9; PAR64/11/F1/12–15; PAR64/11/MS1/6–
10; Oxon. Weekly News, 16 Apr. 1890. 
321 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1771, faculty; Oxf. Jnl, 26 July 1911. 
322 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1771, faculties; ibid. PAR64/11/L1/2; Oxon. Weekly News, 7 July 1920; 
above (Anglicanism from 1800).  
323 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 1771–2, faculties. 
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Room) and a ground-floor lobby and sacristy. Ledger stones moved outside the church in 

the 1880s were re-laid in the north chancel chapel, and in 2016 the Redrobe and Rickardes 

tombs were moved there from the church’s west end, those and the adjacent Croft tomb 

being expertly conserved. The medieval altar slab was recovered and set vertically against 

the north aisle’s internal north wall.324  

 

Churchyard and Worcester Road Cemetery  The churchyard surrounds the church on all 

sides, and in the 1830s covered 1½ a. bounded to the north by Clay Lane, to the south by 

Diston’s Lane, to the east by the vicarage grounds, and to the west by the Common.325 A 

small encroachment was made c.1806 when the vicar extended his garden and enclosed a 

water pump, an incident still eliciting complaint 30 years later.326 Small churchyard additions 

were consecrated in 1867 and 1873, and in 1878 there was still space for further burials;327 a 

separate parish cemetery was laid out in 1881–2, however (below), and in 1938 burials in 

the churchyard (already partly closed in 1855) were discontinued.328 The churchyard retains 

numerous chest and bale tombs of 18th- and 19th-century date, several with elaborate 

decoration and wrought-iron enclosures.329 

 The new parish cemetery (serving Over Norton as well as the town) was laid out on 

3½ a. adjoining the Worcester road on the town’s western edge, taken from the Common, 

and donated by William Bliss. Following Bliss’s wishes it catered for all denominations, its 

administration vested in the corporation, and only a part being consecrated by the bishop.330 

The Gothic-style chapel and entrance lodge were built by Hobbs of Chipping Norton to 

designs by the Bournemouth architects Kemp-Welch & Pinder, the three-bayed chapel 

incorporating an eastern porch and bellcote and contemporary stained glass by W.B. 

Simpson & Sons and John Hardman, that in the west window commemorating Bliss’s wife.331 

The lodge accommodated a sexton or caretaker until 1981 when it became a private  

 

 
324 Ibid. c 1771; ibid. DIOC/1/C/6/23/1–2; SMA 33 (2003), 74; information from John Marshall (July 
2022). 
325 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 37, f. 244v.; ibid. Acc. 6075 (1770 enclo. map); OS Map 1:2500, 
Oxon. XIV.11 (1881–1922 edns). The town map (c.1840) misleadingly implies that it did not extend to 
Clay Lane. 
326 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 61, ff. 95, 119; Kirtland, Memorials, 37–8 (protest poem attributed to 
the curate Samuel Leigh). 
327 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 1770; c 344, f. 102. 
328 London Gaz. 4 May 1855, p. 1725; 25 Feb. 1938, p. 1260. 
329 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 256; NHLE, nos. 1052638–48; 1182653; 1182702; 1182718; 1284411; 
1284425; 1284450; 1284456; 1284479; 1368135–41. 
330 J. Grantham, The Regulated Pasture: a history of common land in Chipping Norton (1997), 37, 39–
40; Banbury Guardian, 2 Mar. 1882; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883); OHC, BOR1/35 (cemetery archive to 
1943). The first burial took place in June 1882. 
331 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; Oxf. Jnl, 23 Apr. 1881, 2 Dec. 1882; Banbury Guardian, 29 Sept. 
1881, 30 Nov. 1882; illust. before later changes in OHC, POX0169334; POX0191735; POX0196020. 
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house,332 and in 1983 the chapel, unused and in poor repair, was converted into a 

remembrance colonnade by opening out its side walls as arcades, blocking the eastern 

entrance, and mounting memorial plaques within, the work financed by the lodge’s sale.333 

The cemetery was extended in 1941 and 2002.334 

 

Workhouse Chapel 

 

A purpose-built Anglican chapel was added to the workhouse’s single-storeyed east wing in 

1856–7, replacing a chapel elsewhere in the building in which services were held by 1838.335 

Designed in plain style by the diocesan architect G.E. Street, the new chapel comprised an 

undivided nave and chancel of coursed limestone rubble and ashlar dressings, with trefoiled 

lancets in stone surrounds, projecting ornamental buttresses at the east end, and a gabled  

 

 
332 Oxon. Weekly News, 8 Mar., 19 Apr. 1882; Grantham, Regulated Pasture, 40. 
333 Cemetery rep. (1983) in OHC, PZ CHIPb/614.6. 
334 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 1770; ibid. DIOC/1/C/6/23/1. 
335 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 258; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. b 41, f. 65; for workho., above, town bldgs. 

The Worcester Road 
cemetery chapel, 
built 1881-2 and 
converted to a 
remembrance 
colonnade in 1983. 

The workhouse 
chapel in 1985: 
OHC, POX0207845 
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Welsh-slate roof with stone copings. Fittings included open wooden seats and (latterly) a 

small organ.336 The building was repaired in 1893, and became private housing (along with 

the rest of the former workhouse site) c.1997; it was by then free-standing, following 

demolition of the abutting workhouse wing.337 

 

Friends’ Meeting House 

 

The former Quaker meeting house stands well back from the road at the far west end of New 

Street, on a plot (part of Shearing close) bought in 1696 for £10.338 The building was 

registered for worship in 1703, remodelled and enlarged in 1804, and closed in 1910, 

although its furnishings were reportedly still visible through the windows more than 50 years 

later.339 By then it was owned by the trustees of the Witney Monthly Meeting and let to 

Oxfordshire County Council,340 and in 1975 (following its sale) the building was considerably 

altered on its conversion into two private houses. The present-day four-bayed and two-

storeyed structure is of coursed limestone rubble with a hipped Welsh-slate roof. An original 

round-arched doorway survives in the east wall, while a similar pair on the north (now 

blocked) were used for separate men’s and women’s entrances.341 

 

Baptist (formerly Presbyterian) Church 

 

The Baptist church lies a short distance north-east of the former Friends’ meeting house on 

the opposite side of New Street, and as originally built in 1733 was similarly set back from 

the road. The building was enlarged in 1816–17, and was retained following the construction 

in 1862–3 of a new and much grander church between the original building and the 

roadside.342 Thereafter the rear part was used as a schoolroom or meeting hall and (briefly) 

a museum, until its conversion to housing in 2016.343 The structure is four-bayed and two-

storeyed with a hipped Welsh-slate roof, the extension incorporating an external Regency 

doorcase with a spoked semicircular fanlight and octagonal date plaque above.344 

 
336 NHLE, no. 1368157; for 1985 photos, OHC, POX0207794; POX0207845. 
337 Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. d 42, f. 26; WODC online planning docs, 15/04500/LBC; above, town bldgs. 
338 OHC, NQ3/1/D4/1–2; OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. XIV.10–11 (1881–1922 edns). 
339 OHC, Cal. QS, VIII, 803; R. Mann, ‘The Quakers in Chipping Norton’ (2002), 12, 16. 
340 OHC, NQ3/1/D4/10–12. 
341 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; C. Stell, Inv. Nonconf. Chapels and Meeting Houses in Central Eng. 
(1986), 174; Rosen and Cliffe, Making, 228. 
342 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257 (mistakenly giving 1775 for the original bldg); above (Nonconf. from 
1800); town map (c.1840); OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XIV.11 (1881–1922 edns) . 
343 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; WODC online planning docs, 14/0694/P/FP; information from Jan 
Cliffe (June 2022). 
344 For doorway and plaque (inscribed ‘erected anno domini 1733 enlarged 1816’), OHC, 
POX0571543. 
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 The 1860s church is taller and wider, designed in Early-English style by the 

architects Gibbs, Thompson & Colbourne of Stratford-upon-Avon. The builders were Messrs 

Orchard of Banbury. Its gabled ashlar front is lit by three tall central lancets beneath a rose 

window, flanked by tall octagonal pinnacles. A gabled porch was added in 1886, its three 

elaborately moulded and carved arches supported on columns with stiff-leaf capitals. The 

side walls (of squared and coursed limestone rubble) each have four tall two-light windows, 

which inside were partially blocked by deep wooden galleries running along three sides and 

looking down on the pulpit and organ against the rear wall. ‘Drastic’ internal alterations in 

1980 included separating the galleries from the main church by a false ceiling, which was 

replaced by a mezzanine level in 2016.345 The adjoining burial ground (established in 1779) 

includes some fine ashlar chest tombs, and remained in use until 1940.346 

 

Wesleyan Methodist Church 

 

The existing church (in West Street south-west of the town hall) was built in Italianate style in 

1867–8, to designs by William Peachey of Darlington. The builder was Charles Young of 

Chipping Norton. The grand entrance front (of squared limestone rubble with ashlar 

dressings) has a central flat-roofed porch supported on Tuscan columns and flanked by 

round-arched windows, with three more above in a wide central gable flanked by blind 

arcading. The building (lit by a skylight in the centre of its arched ceiling) accommodated a 

lobby, vestry, schoolroom, and gallery, its fittings including open seats of varnished red pine, 

a semi-circular platform, and communion rail.347 Heating was installed in the 1870s, and the 

interior remodelled in 1890,348 while in 1906 a rose window dedicated to the evangelist 

Josiah Nix was inserted behind the pulpit. Further refurbishments were undertaken in the 

1940s–50s, 1968, and 1985.349 

 The earlier meeting house of 1796 (bought by the Primitive Methodists in 1868) stood 

on Diston’s Lane behind the Baptist chapel, and was a three-bayed two-storeyed building of 

coursed limestone rubble with ashlar dressings and a Welsh slate roof, seating 140 people 

 
345 Oxf. Jnl, 10 Jan. 1863; Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; NHLE, no. 1368132; Stell, Inv. Nonconf. 
Chapels, 174; Wessex Archaeology, ‘Chipping Norton Baptist Church … Building Assessment’ 
(2007): copy in OHC; T. Gray, Chipping Norton Baptist Church (2016); for photos, OHC, 
POX0571542; POX0191824; POX0191835. 
346 F.H. Rollinson, ‘Chipping Norton Baptist Church, 1694–1944’, Baptist Quarterly 11 (1942–5), 284; 
NHLE, nos. 1052634; 1183334. 
347 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; Stell, Inv. Nonconf. Chapels, 174; Oxf. Chron. 15 June 1867, 11 Apr. 
1868; illust. in OHC, POX0570654; POX0571544; POX0189548; POX0186473–4. 
348 Oxon. Weekly News, 20 Oct. 1875, 23 Apr. 1890. 
349 OHC, NM1/7/C/1–2; NM1/7/N/1–2; Chipping Norton Methodist Church 1868–1968: Centenary 
Celebrations (1968): copy in OHC; https://dmbi.online/index.php?do=app.entry&id=3574 (accessed 
June 2021). 
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with room for a further 100 in the gallery. A schoolroom lay attached. On its closure in 1932 it 

was converted into two private houses.350 

 

Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church 

 

  

 

The Roman Catholic church of the Holy Trinity, on the south side of London Road, was built 

in austere Classical style in 1835–6 by the Oxford architect J.M. Derick, and was extended in 

1888 and remodelled in 1966 (when the western bell-turret was removed).351 The 

symmetrical five-bayed north front (set back from the road) is of ashlar, with a cornice and a 

rebuilt balustraded parapet. Two porches project from the end bays, each topped by a 

pediment formed of a shell niche containing a cross surrounded by sunburst incisions and 

flanked by ammonite scrolls, while the church is lit by three tall round-arched windows in 

square-headed surrounds. Three matching windows were inserted in the secluded south 

front in 1966, replacing blind openings with glazed lunettes, while the narrow side walls 

incorporate a single round-arched light flanked by broad pilasters on the east, and on the 

west a blind round-headed niche below a dentil cornice, supported on ornamental brackets. 

 At its opening the church comprised a nave divided from the chancel by a rood 

screen (since removed), and the congregation was accommodated in open seats, with a 

west gallery accessed by an ornamental corkscrew staircase. A single-storeyed sacristy 

 
350 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; Stell, Inv. Nonconf. Chapels, 174; TNA, IR 58/65151, no. 1115; OHC, 
POX0190547. 
351 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 256–7; NHLE, no. 1052622; Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Chipping Norton, 
1836–2008 (2008): copy in OHC; illust. in ibid. POX0171111; POX0189493; POX0190269 (before 
remodelling); POX0137758 (after remodelling). For origins and funding, above (Nonconf. from 1800). 

Holy Trinity 
Roman Catholic 
church. 
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adjoined the church’s south-east corner.352 The interior (particularly the roof) was repaired in 

1875, when stained glass by John Hardman was inserted in the east window, although the 

building remained in poor condition at the appointment of Samuel Sole (priest 1879–

1920).353 He constructed a crypt beneath the sanctuary in 1882, in which the bodies of the 

church’s founder Patrick Heffernan (d. 1858) and Heffernan’s patron Charles Talbot (d. 

1827), 15th earl of Shrewsbury, were interred, both having been exhumed from the recently 

demolished chapel at Heythrop.354 A fire in 1887 prompted a thorough restoration the 

following year, when the building was redecorated, re-floored, and re-seated, heating was 

installed, and the sacristy was extended incorporating a new organ loft; the gallery was also 

lowered, Sole furnishing a Lady chapel underneath it with an altar and reredos brought from 

Heythrop. A south chapel dedicated to the Sacred Heart was added at the same time, 

designed by G.H. Cox with a concrete-vaulted ceiling and domed skylights. The builders 

were Messrs Burden of Chipping Norton.355 

 A further redecoration in neo-Gothic style was carried out by the Birmingham artist 

W.J. Wainwright in 1897–8,356 but though periodic repairs continued by 1963 the building 

was in ‘dreadful condition’, prompting a fundraising campaign.357 It was remodelled by 

Desmond Williams & Associates in 1966, when the two-stage western bell-turret (ashlar-built 

and surmounted by a pediment, cupola, and cross) was dismantled, although the bell (dated 

1816) was rehung outside the church. The nave was repewed and the walls replastered, 

removing the last traces of the 1890s polychromatic decoration, and in 1977 carved wooden 

Stations of the Cross (by Donald Brooke) were installed.358 The west end was improved in 

1980, and a major renovation in 1999 included renewal of the sanctuary and south chapel, 

which was reorganized as a Lady chapel.359 

 The presbytery (said to have been adapted by Derick from an earlier house) adjoins 

the church to the south-east, its three-bayed entrance front incorporating a projecting central 

bay with stone porch and pediment,360 while the burial ground lies north of the church 

 
352 Oxf. Jnl, 29 Oct. 1836; Gardner’s Dir. Oxon. (1852); OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XIV.11 (1881 edn). 
353 Oxon. Weekly News, 16 June, 14 July 1875; Banbury Guardian, 18 Dec. 1879. 
354 Oxon. Weekly News, 17 May 1882; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1891); B. Stapleton, History of the Post-
Reformation Catholic Missions in Oxfordshire (1906), 152, 154. 
355 Oxon. Weekly News, 5 Dec. 1888; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1891); OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XIV.11 (1900 
edn); above (Nonconf. from 1800). 
356 Oxon. Weekly News, 14 Dec. 1898; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1903); illust. in OHC, POX0182834. 
357 Holy Trinity, 10–13; Birmingham Daily Post, 14 Mar., 29 Oct. 1963. 
358 https://taking-stock.org.uk/building/chipping-norton-holy-trinity/ (accessed Aug. 2021); illust. in 
OHC, POX0188056; POX0188059, etc. 
359 Holy Trinity, 15–17. 
360 NHLE, no. 1433718 (incl. photos); OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XIV.11 (1881 edn); TNA, IR 58/65151, 
no. 1112 (listing 14 rooms). 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Chipping Norton Religious History (Aug. 2022) © VCH Oxfordshire. • p. 45 

towards the street. Derick’s stone-built schoolroom of 1836 (enlarged in 1883) fronts the 

street to the west, featuring large gables, stone-mullioned windows, and ball finials.361 

 

Salvation Army Hall (later Chipping Norton Theatre) 

 

  

The Salvation Army hall (or barracks) in Spring Street was built in 1888–9 by the 

Northampton architect G.G. Wallace, and following its closure in 1962 was initially used as a 

furniture warehouse before being converted and opened as a theatre in 1975.362 The 

entrance front, of white painted brick, has three bays separated by pilasters topped by blind 

round arches beneath a battlemented parapet, each bay incorporating two inscribed stones 

commemorating the building’s foundation in 1888. The design reflects the Army’s emphasis 

on the Trinity, and has similarities with later examples elsewhere.363 The building opened 

later that year, but was partly rebuilt in 1889 following an inspection which condemned the 

south wall as defective.364 The galleried interior accommodated up to 535 people, and 

access was improved by lowering the roadside embankment and removing the railing 

opposite the entrance.365 

 
361 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; above, social hist. (educ.). 
362 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 257; www.thewychwood.co.uk/wpress/?page_id=2217 (accessed Dec. 
2021). 
363 Cf. St Albans (1911) and Worthing (W. Suss., 1912): David Clark (pers. comm.). 
364 Oxf. Jnl, 24 Nov. 1888, 17 Aug. 1889; Oxon. Weekly News, 16 Oct. 1889. 
365 Oxon. Weekly News, 13 June 1888. 
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