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Manors and Estates 

 

Newnham
1
 was part of the manor of Mapledurwell

2
 until it was granted to Hugh de Arundel 

in 1198.
3
 There were various overlords who held Newnham directly from the King. The 

overlordship followed that of Mapledurwell by continuing through the Bassets’ descendants 

to the Bigods and Despensers.
4
 The link between Mapledurwell and Newnham continued 

since as late as 1464 Richard Neville, earl of Warwick, (1428-1471)
5
 as lord of 

Mapledurwell, claimed suit of court from the lord of Newnham, on the grounds that Warwick 

was his overlord.
6
 

The manor itself was held by the St Manifeo family from the 13th to 15th centuries, 

and was subsequently held by the Stuckeley family until it was purchased by the Paulets in 

the 16th century. The Paulets held the manor until the 19th century when it was sold to Guy 

Carlton, 3rd Lord Dorchester. As of 2014 the manor of Newnham is held by the Earl of 

Malmesbury.
7
  

In general the lord of the manor was non-resident but based nearby. Corpus Christi 

College, Oxford and Winchester College also owned land in the parish. 

 

St Manifeo Holdings 

In 1275 the earl Marshall, Roger Bigod, 5th earl of Norfolk (c. 1245-1306), was recorded as 

being in possession of the manor of Newnham, which was held of him by Adam de St 

Manifeo.
8
 Newnham, along with Mapledurwell, was held by Hugh Despenser, earl of 

Winchester, in 1316
9
 although the de St Manifeo family continued to hold one quarter a 

knight’s fee. In 1346, Robert de St Manifeo held the quarter knight’s fee in Newnham which 

formerly belonged to John de St Manifeo.
10

 The inquisition post mortem held for Hugh 

Despenser in Winchester on 18 February 1349 stated his quarter knight’s fee was held by 
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Robert de St Manifeo.
11

 The St Manifeo family also owned Heckfield in the hundred of 

Holdshot
12

 and the descent of Newnham followed the descent of that manor for nearly 150 

years. In 1381 John de St Manifeo gave up all rights to the manors of Newnham and 

Heckfield ‘with [all] wards, marriages etc.’ to Robert Fulmere and Thomas Brookes, both of 

whom were chaplains, and Robert Layham, esquire, presumably as trustees who would 

enable John de St Manifeo to grant the lands as he wished.
13

 In 1394 the manor together with 

Heckfield was settled on Edward Bokeland and Amice, his wife, and the issue of Amice, with 

contingent remainder (inheritance after their deaths) to Sir Philip la Vache.
14

 A charter 

leasing the estates and manors of Heckfield and Newnham to a group of prominent members 

of the gentry consisting of Sir Philip la Vache, Thomas Chaucer, Edmund Hampden, Richard 

Wyot and John Broughton, their heirs and assigns, dated 16 November 1405, suggests that 

Edmund and Alice Bokeland had died without heirs.
15

 Philip la Vache died around three year 

later, with a grant dated 10 November 1408 stating he was dead.
16

 

 

Stukeley Descent 

Thereafter the history of the manor is obscure until 1428 when Thomas Stukeley was 

recorded as holding the quarter fee in Newnham previously held by Robert de St Manifeo.
17

 

Thomas was succeeded by John Stukeley who, on 14 November 1461, was fined 12d. at a 

view of frankpledge court for failing to maintain the ford that was on the common road which 

adversely affected the water going to the meadows, and a further 12d. because the gate at the 

end of the lane leading from Newnham to Wildmore was broken and poorly fastened.
18

 On 17 

November 1464 John Stukeley was recorded as ‘lord of Newnham’ when the tithingmen of 

Newnham presented that he made his pound in an unknown place and impounded three of 

William Dene’s pigs there which was ‘contrary to the custom of the manor of Basyngstoke’. 

For this he was fined 3s. 4d. and ordered to amend without delay under penalty of 6s. 8d.
19

 In 

the same year John Stukeley complained that John atte Field, bailiff of Richard Neville, earl 

of Warwick, who was lord of Mapledurwell, had unjustly detained 17 of his cattle in the 
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pound at Mapledurwell. John atte Field claimed that he had impounded them in lieu of a sum 

of 6s. 8d. which John Stukeley owed the Earl of Warwick as his superior lord for issues and 

amercements of his court of Mapledurwell. The case was decided on 22 December 1464 in 

Stukeley’s favour and atte Field was fined 12d.
20

 In 1502 either the same John Stukeley or his 

descendent and namesake was fined 8d. for failing to attend two of the Basingstoke hundred 

courts.
21

 

 

Paulet Descent Onwards 

The exact date at which Newnham passed from the Stukeley family is uncertain. John 

Stukeley was assessed on lands in the subsidy return of 1525
22

 but the manor passed to the 

Paulet family during the 16th century.
23

 The Paulets were an influential and family in 

Hampshire holding important role in local administration. William Paulet (1474/5-1572) was 

created 1st marquess of Winchester in 1551, during a career of great prominence in national 

politics.
24

 In 1609, William, 4th marquess of Winchester (died 1629), dealt with the whole 

manor by a fine.
25

 Newnham continued to be held for over two centuries by the Paulet family, 

who were subsequently created the dukes of Bolton. John Paulet, 5th marquess of Winchester 

(c. 1598-1675), was noted as holding the manor in 1652.
26

 Charles Paulet, 2nd duke of 

Bolton and 7th marquess of Winchester (1661-1772) was denoted as the lord of the manor in 

1687
27

 and 1703.
28

 In 1754 his grandson, Charles Paulet, 3rd duke and 8th marquess (1685-

1754), was noted as being lord of the manor
29

 while his son Henry was recorded as owning 

land in Newnham in 1768.
30

 The Paulets lived at nearby Basing House and subsequently at 

Hackwood House. During the 18th and 19th centuries, the manor was divided into 15 

leaseholds for lives and a small number of freeholds.
31
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The duke of Bolton was still the major landowner in Newnham in 1842.
32

 The manor 

was sold soon after to the Carleton family as Guy Carleton, 3rd lord Dorchester (1811-1875), 

was recorded as ‘lord of the manor’ between 1859 and 1867.
33

 Between 1875 and 1885 Mrs 

Pigott Carlton of Greywell Hill, Winchfield, was recorded as lady of the manor
34

, followed 

by Mrs Lei Carleton of Greywell Hill, Winchfield, between 1889 and 1899
35

, who was 

recorded as Baroness Dorchester between 1907 and 1923.
36

 Lord Dorchester was recorded as 

lord and of manor between 1927 and 1939
37

 and the manor remained with the Dorchesters 

until 1963 when Dudley Carleton, the 2nd Lord Dorchester of the 2
nd

 creation (1899) died.
38

 

It then passed to his daughter Diana wife of William Harris 6th Earl of Malmesbury, and on 

her death in 1990 her son James (now 7th Earl) inherited the manor.
39

  

 

Lesser Estates 

Manor House 

The manor house and demesne was long leased out and it is probably with this that we should 

associate the assignment in 1717 by George Prince senior of Newnham, gentleman, to his son 

George of three parts of the manor of Newnham.
40

 Frederic Wrottesley, a prominent judge
41

, 

who was noted as one of the principal landowners in Newnham from 1927
42

, occupied the 

manor house between 1929 and 1948.
43

 The house was then owned by his widow, Lady 

Wrottesley between 1952 and 1955.
44

 Thereafter it was occupied by William, 6th earl of 

Malmesbury between 1958 and 1963
45

 and N. Maltby Jr. between 1965 and 1968.
46
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Hookland Estate 

Hookland was part of the manor of Mapledurwell, held from the 16th century by Corpus 

Christi College, Oxford.
47

 William Frost, steward of bishop Richard Fox, and his wife 

purchased Mapledurwell and Hookland in 1513 from George Neville, Lord Bergavenny. 

Neville had been fined £70,650 for illegally retaining 471 men from Kent in 1507 and was 

banned from entering Kent, Surrey, Sussex and Hampshire without royal consent.
48

 Henry 

VIII cancelled this when he became king and this does not seem to have been the reason why 

he decided to sell.
49

 Presumably, the sale was related to the fact that he was childless. In 1524 

the Frosts donated Mapledurwell and its appurtenances to Corpus Christi College, Oxford.
50

 

Throughout the 17th and 18th centuries the college sublet their copyholds in Newnham to 

various people, including the Hall family who were lords of the manor of Tunworth and 

tenants of the Manor Farm in Mapledurwell in the early 18th century.
51

 On 9 December 1835 

Guy, Lord Dorchester took out a 20-year lease on the whole estate for a fine of £238 0s. 6d.
52

 

which was renewed three times: on 36 June 1843 for a fine of £267 15s. 0d.;
53

 on 1 June 1850 

for a fine of £265 18s. 0d.;
54

 and on 21 December 1863 for a fine of £400.
55

 The accounts of 

the estate show that from Michaelmas 1883 the Newnham estate was broken up and 

subdivided.
56

 The college was noted as one of the principal landowners in Newnham until 

1907
57

 and the final piece of the manor was sold in 1926.
58

 

 

Hurstland Estate 

A detached part of Winchesters College’s manor in the neighbouring Andwell was also part 

of Newnham. The court books for Andwell note there was: ‘A Messuage and one Yard Land 

with the appurtenances called Hurstlands in the Parish of Newnham within the Manor of 
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Andwell’.
59

 The copyhold was the subject of a lawsuit between the Hooker (Hoke) and 

Jacques (Jake) families that began in 1536.  The Hookers were the former copyholders and 

appear to have been freeholders of some adjoining land. The Jacques were the current 

copyholders. The lawsuit was protracted and was not concluded until 1552, when arbitrators 

finally re-established the extent of the copyhold.
60

  

During the 19th century the Rogers family were living in the copyhold. Both the tithe 

award for Newnham and the related entry in the Andwell court books show that, in 1842, 

John Rogers and others leased this together with the main demesne from James Warne, 

esquire, who himself was subletting from the duke of Bolton.
61

 Rogers was still the tenant in 

October 1862, but the copyhold was enfranchised to Henry Bird for £721 15s. in December 

1864. The enfranchisement deed confirmed the extent of the copyhold to have been plots 23-

25 and 31-35 on the Newnham tithe map 
62

 

 

Other Landowners 

Before the 19th century the lesser landowners included Henry Deane who, at his death in 

1610, held two water corn-mills and three water fulling mills called Lyde Mills as part of the 

manor of Newnham of the marquess of Winchester.
63

 The 1842 tithe returns showed the 

presence of a group of prominent landowners in Newnham. The duke of Bolton himself 

owned only 153 a., of which 137 a. were leased out to James Warren, esquire and his 

subtenants. Corpus Christi College had leased 116 a. to Lord Dorchester of which 20 a. was 

woodland. The Honourable William Pole Tilney Long Wellesley owned 100 a., Ann Piper 

owned 95 a. and George Purefoy Jervoise, esquire owned 59 a. Among the other 22 land 

owners was the London and South Western Railway Company who owned 27 a.
64

 

Of these other estates the largest was that belonging to the Wellesleys of Tylney Hall, 

in neighbouring Rotherwick.
65

 William Pole-Wellesley had married the heiress of the Tylney-

Longs and later in 1845 inherited the title of Earl of Mornington. Their son inherited the land 

from his mother (who died in 1825) and the title from his father in 1857.
66

 On 17 November 
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1853 Charles Tyssen, esquire, conveyed a one acres parcel of meadow in Julstone Bridge 

Common to Lord Viscount Wellesley.
67

 On 14 July 1854 the Wellesley family held two 

copyholds in Newnham up for auction: one which contained 9 a. of orchard and arable lands; 

and one which contained 3 a.
68

 In 1859 the earl of Mornington was recorded as one of the 

principal landowners in Newnham.
69

 He probably continued to hold this land until his death 

in 1863. It would then have been sold by his trustees with the rest of the estate to Charles 

Edward Harriss, esquire, about 1870, who had held Newnham lands between 1882 and 

1907.
70

 Lionel Phillips of Tylney Hall was also noted as one of the principal landowners in 

Newnham between 1899 and 1907.
71

 

Several other landowners can be identified from various deeds and directories. 

Between 1867 and 1875 William Goring and W. Garrett, esquires were the principal 

landowners along with Lord Dorchester.
72

 Goring remained a principal landowner until 1878, 

in which year Edmund Robertson and Richard Holden, esquire, were also principal 

landowners.
73

 In 1899 the trustee of the late William Robertson, esquire, of Hook House were 

recorded as principal landowner
74

 as were the trustees of the late Rev. A.G. Barker of 

Sherfied in 1907.
75

 Between 1923 and 1939 Major Sir Herbert Robin Crayzer held land in the 

manor while Frederic J. Wrottesley was the principal landowner from 1927 onwards.
76
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